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• To achieve the discharge particulate matters below 150ppm after boiler chimney
• Suitable to install for any biomass boiler

• The dust laden flue gas flows through a system which consists of    
   collecting electrodes and discharge electrodes.
•  The high field strength in the vicinity of the discharge electrodes 
   to create a CORONA EFFECT.
• The charged dust particles will migrate to collecting electrodes 
   and dust layer will accumulated and formed.
• The accumulated dust layer will remove to the hopper by the 
   rapping system.

Electrostatic Precipitator (ESP)

• The dust laden flue gas flow through swirl vane plane causing the 
   gas to swirl upward inside the cylindrical compartment.
• The counter flow of water film created by the spiral nozzles to 
   provide the scrubbing action on the dust laden gas.
• The dust will trapped by the water and flows down the cylindrical 
   compartment to the discharge point.
• The clean gas then flow out at the top of cylindrical compartment

Wet Scrubber



To start, let me say that I am a magazine 
enthusiast who has been obsessed with 
flipping through the pages of magazines 
since my teenage years, first absorbed in 
their images and stories, later assigning 
and editing my own. I really believe that no 
matter whether a magazine is delivered to 
your doorstep or to your computer, printed 
on glossy stock or on cheap tabloid paper, 
appearing on your iPad or your cell-phone 
screen, it is still and foremost the work of 
an editorial team for a discerning audience, 
a beautiful and meaningful— we hope—
package of ideas, words and images that a 
group of experts prepares for its readers. 

While technology efficiently delivers news stories to our desktops, laptops 
and mobile devices, magazines are all about context—how ideas and images 
are presented in relation to one another and within a larger point of view. 
Magazines are about trust and partnership: We, the editors, will strive 
always to keep you engaged; you, the readers, are free to engage with us or 
to reject us. 

But enough theory: Let me tell you about this Jul-Sep issue of Asia Palm Oil 
Magazine. 

There is a story in this issue that I particularly like, we are honored to have 
Dato’ Ir. Jamlus Aziz, the CEO of Felda Palm Industries Sdn Bhd (FPISB) 
tells us story about renewable energy project from POME based biogas 
plants since early 2007, and even created a history as the first developer of 
commercial scale palm-based bio-compressed natural gas (bio-CNG) plant 
in the world. Turn to ‘In the Hot Seat’ for more stories.  

Asia Palm Oil Magazine’s goal is to create a new forum for exchange of 
information on all aspects of global palm oil industry. I would like to 
encourage you to submit original stories and news as well as opinions for 
future magazines. 

On behalf of the entire editorial team, please let me convey my sincere 
gratitude to all of our many authors and reviewers who have submitted 
papers for this issue of Asia Palm Oil Magazine. This magazine wouldn’t 
happen without your inspiring stories. 

So dig into this issue and enjoy. Stay with us – and expect more. 

Thank you for reading

Editor,
Charlyne Lee

PUBLISHER
FBI Publications (M) Sdn Bhd

GENERAL MANAGER
Charlyne Lee 
charlyne@fireworksbi.com

PUBLICATION MANAGER
Vanny Lim 
my@fireworksbi.com

MARKETING COMMUNICATION
Nur Izyan binti Dzulkifli 
izyandzul@fireworksbi.com

CREATIVE
Diong Wai Kit

EDITORIAL CONSULTANTS
Kenny Yong

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kenny Yong 
Susan Tricia
Mervyn Yong

CONTRIBUTORS
• HAUS
• JCB
• Mr. Raymond Cheah, 
  COO of Green Lagoon Technology Sdn Bhd
• National Transformation Program,  
  MPOB and MPIC

FBI Publications (M) Sdn Bhd (1168942-P)
W505, West Wing, Metropolitan Square, 
No.2 Jalan PJU 8/1, Damansara Perdana,
47820 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Tel: (+603) 7493 5947
Fax: (+603) 7493 5977

DISTRIBUTED BY:
Central Paper Agencies Sdn Bhd (111330-T) 
11, Jalan SS 13/3C, Subang Jaya Industrial
Estate, 47500 Selangor Darul Ehsan.
Tel: (+603) 5636 1278 / 5636 1358
Fax: (+603) 5636 1952
Email: cpa@tm.net.my
Website: http://www.centralreader.net

PRINTED BY:
Universe Colour Printing Sdn Bhd
No 25 Jalan PBS 14/7,
Taman Perindustrian Bukit Serdang, 
43300 Seri Kembangan, Selangor

Available at the following major bookstores and 
other outlets: 

EDITOR’S 
MESSAGE

FIREWORKS TRADE MEDIA PTE LTD (201214530E) 

73 Upper Paya Lebar Rd #08-01 
Centro Bianco, Singapore 534818 

Tel: (+65) 6280 5871, (+65) 6280 5875 
Email: sg@asiafireworks.com, www.asiafireworks.com 

 
 
Singapore, 25 January 2016 

Re: Termination of Fireworks Event (M) SDN BHD and FIREWORKS BUSINESS 
INFORMATION (M) SDN BHD 
 

Dear Sir/ Mdm, 

 
On behalf of the Fireworks Business Information Malaysia management and Fireworks Trade 
Media Group board of directors, we would like to declare that FIREWORKS BUSINESS 
INFORMATION (M) SDN BHD is NO LONGER part of the FIREWORKS TRADE MEDIA GROUP. 

 
FIREWORKS BUSINESS INFORMATION (M) SDN BHD is now replaced by FBI PUBLICATIONS 
(M) SDN BHD 
 
Their Director, Jerel Soo Chi Yun has been removed from the Fireworks trade Media group 
board since 1 July 2015 and the Fireworks Trade Media Group of companies would not be 
responsible for all promises, contracts or comments made by him as he is in NO AUTHORITY 
to represent Fireworks Trade Media Group, Fireworks Business Information or its companies 
in anyway. 
 
Fireworks Trade Media Group, FBI Publications (M) Sdn Bhd and its affiliated companies are 
not responsible or liable to any clients for any shows or payments collected by FIREWORKS 
EVENT (M) SDN BHD or FIREWORKS BUSINESS INFORMATION (M) SDN BHD should there be 
any irregularities or the event that the magazine is not printed.  
 
Actions are currently underway to terminate and wind down FIREWORKS BUSINESS 
INFORMATION (M) SDN BHD  to prevent any misrepresentation to our group. 
 
For further information please feel free to contact us at +603-7493 5947 / 
my@fireworksbi.com 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
Charlyne Lee 
General Manager 
FBI Publications (M) Sdn Bhd 

ANNOUNCEMENT

Asia Palm Oil Magazine is now published by FBI Publications (M) Sdn 
Bhd. The last company Fireworks Business Information (M) Sdn Bhd is 
already inactive and no longer represents Asia Palm Oil Magazine or is 
affiliated to Fireworks Trade Media Group in any manner. 
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The Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
(MPOB), a government agency 
responsible for the promotion 
and development of the palm 

oil industry in Malaysia, is also a 
research entity.

Speaking to the Daily Express, 
MPOB Head of Biomass Technology 
Unit, Dr Astimar Abdul Aziz said, 
“We also do research and development 
(R&D). At the same time, we also 
facilitate any efforts by the industry 
players to commercialise their 
products, services or production 
methods.

“We facilitate in terms of 
funding but we are not a 
funding agency. If we find any 
particular project that is very 
crucial and important, we can 
collaborate by linking the project 
owner with the right fund 
provider.”

According to Dr Astimar, 
MPOB’s researchers and scientists 
can be considered ‘world-class’, 
and the agency has offered over 
400 technologies to the oil-palm 
industry throughout the years since 
its inception in 2006. “As far as the 
industry is concerned, R&D starts 
from upstream biology, and then 
the milling side, the midstream and 
then downstream, and the non-
food utilisation of palm oil which 
is a lot,” she said. In carrying out 
its own R&D, she said, MPOB 
patents some of its technologies. 
“For example, we have patented 
our technology on converting the 
empty fruit bunch (EFB) fibres, 
which is biomass, into cellulose and 
carboxymethylcellulose.

First of all, we isolate the cellulose 
part of the EFB fibres.”

“Then we use the methylation 
technology to derivatise the cellulose 
into carboxymethycellulose.

There are different forms 
of cellulose. Another one is 
microcrystalline cellulose which is a 
more refined form of cellulose,” she 
explained.

Cellulose is a substance found in 
plants, and used in making paper, 
textiles and pharmaceuticals, among 
other products.

Carboxymethylcellulose is 
cellulose gum found in all plants, and 
generally used as a thickening agent 
in all kinds of food products.

Microcrystalline cellulose is a term 
for refined wood pulp and used as a 
texturizer, an emulsifier and a bulking 
agent in food production.

The most common form is used in 
vitamin supplements or tablets.

On nanotechnology, Dr Astimar 
said it is a different technology to 
make cellulose into pure cellulose.

MPOB also conducts research on 
drug excipients or carriers (for holding 
any drugs for oral consumption) in the 
pharmaceutical industry. “We have 
already patented that,” she added.

Drug excipients play a major role 
in the formulation development and 
manufacturing process of drugs.

A pharmaceutical excipient is 
a natural or synthetic substance 
formulated alongside the active 
ingredient of a drug for the purpose of 
stabilising the product.

It is contained in a finished 
pharmaceutical product in dosage 
form. It facilitates drug absorption by 
the body for maximum effectiveness.

Source : Daily Express

MPOB IS ALSO 
INTO RESEARCH

ORGANIZATION NEWS

Dato’ Ir. Jamlus Aziz
CEO of Felda Palm Industries Sdn Bhd

Vast experience in palm 
oil milling advisory, 
plantation management, 
project management, 

plantation cost reduction, palm oil 
milling cost reduction, strategic 
procurement, tender documentation 
and specifications, technical and 
commercial evaluation, negotiation, 
quality and safety inspection/
auditing etc.

Globally trained and experienced 
in strategic and sustainable 
procurements with systematic and 
innovative procurement procedures 
and processes for short term and 
long term cost reduction and quality 
improvements.

Experienced and proven track 
records in various transformation 
initiatives with substantial 
production cost/price reductions 
for public listed and multinational 
organizations. An effective 
negotiator who has experiences 
and been trained on negotiation 
skills. Lead in research on various 
commercial applications of palm oil 
empty fruit bunch (EFB).

Who Am I 
Corner
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SARAWAK TO FORM 
MASTERPLAN FOR PALM OIL 
INDUSTRY
A masterplan for the palm oil 

industry will be formed to 
determine its future direction 
and sustained growth, said 

Deputy Chief Minister Datuk Amar 
Douglas Uggah Embas.

Uggah, who is also state 
Modernisation of Agriculture and 
Rural Economy Minister, said the 
industry was a very important one to 
help speed up the state development 
agenda, contributing RM8 billion or 
about nine per cent to its total export 
value last year.

“The masterplan will focus on 
three main areas. The first is to 
develop the industry potential and 
addressing its internal issues.

“Of particular importance is the 
need to increase its productivity 
through adopting Good Agriculture 

Practice (GAP) and greater 
mechanisation and automation in 
field operations,” he said in his 
winding up speech for his ministry at 
the state legislative assembly sitting 
here today.

He said the next was to focus on 
addressing market requirements and 
external challenges to the industry.

Hence, Uggah said it was 
important for the industry to comply 
with the various international market 
requirement and environmental 
standards.

The third focus was to developing 
the industry to boost rural economy 
as it was essentially rural-based, he 
said.

He said the planted areas under 
oil palm had increased almost three 

folds from 543,400 hectares in 2005 to 
1.441 million hectares last year.

“This has accounted for 25.5 per 
cent of the total area of 5.6 million 
hectares in the country,” he said.

He said fresh fruit bunch (FFB) 
production had also increased 
correspondingly from 7.8 
million metric ton in 2007 to 
18.6 million metric ton last year, 
an increase by 139 per cent.

During the same period, the 
volume of its crude palm oil (CPO) 
production also increased by 126 per 
cent from 1.6 million metric ton to 3.7 
million metric ton, he added.

Source : Bernama

INDUSTRY NEWS

 

Designed in the USA with over 70 years of
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CHEP Pallecon Solutions is the global leader in the
Intermediate Bulk Handling rental market, supporting 
both local & international movements, with more than 
50 countries worldwide. 

We offer a unique range of packaging and handling 
solutions for the storage and distribution of your product.

Lower total cost of ownership

Reduce waste & handling

Assured sustainability

Efficient use of capital

Optimise performance

Consistent quality

INDUSTRY NEWS

Very few companies in the 
country are like Kuala 
Lumpur Kepong Bhd (KLK). 
They have been around for 

110 years, growing from a palm oil and 
rubber plantation business back in the 
day to one of the largest oleo-chemical 
producers in the world.

To get to know them better and upon 
the invite of KLK’s chief executive officer, 
Tan Sri Lee Oi Hian, I paid them a visit. 
Ten minutes in, it became clear to me that 
what sustains the century-old pulse of 
this company was the deep importance 
its leadership placed on innovation.

A soft spoken and true gentleman at 
heart, Tan Sri Lee shared an impressive 
evolution of KLK, from humble 
plantation company to its ambitious 
ventures downstream and going 
global. It is interesting to note that 
even a company with such heritage 
and established business practices, 
innovation is integral to their business 
strategy and processes.

When the Palm Oil and Rubber lab 
happened in 2010, we challenged the 
industry to expand more aggressively 

downstream. The industry at the time 
was predominantly upstream, where 
exports were three times greater than 
that of the downstream sector.

The problem with this was when 
commodity prices dropped, the industry 
was hard hit. Expansion into the 
downstream is seen as a form of natural 
hedging. KLK, together with the other 
large companies responded positively to 
the challenge.

Therefore, EPP6 and EPP8 were 
set up to incentivise companies to go 
downstream, specifically into oleo 
derivatives. KLK was one of the first to 
jump on this boat.

Very quickly, they devised their 
biggest move in innovation. They 
began to be very focused in prioritising 
efforts that will capture the lucrative 
downstream oleo-derivatives segment.

They began heavily investing 
in their downstream research and 
development (R&D).

Over the past years, KLK engaged 
in projects to increase the capacity and 

introduce new downstream specialty 
products. New technologies were acquired.

The best people were brought in.

This was not just a domestic strategy. 
KLK looked to Europe.

In recent years, KLK made two 
strategic investments in Germany. The first 
acquisition was in 2010 when KLK bought 
a plant on the river Rhine in Germany, 
now known as KLK Emmerich GmbH.

The plant, which is also over 100 
years old with world-scale assets, has 
production facilities which manufacture 
a range of fatty acids, hydrogenated 
fatty acids and glycerine by splitting of 
vegetable oils.

In 2015, KLK bought a plant in 
the city of Dusseldorf, which is the 
centre of a very key chemical region in 
Germany, also along the River Rhine. 

This plant produces both vegetable-
based as well as tallow-based 
oleochemicals, giving KLK a much more 
complete oleochemical portfolio in the 
European region.

KLK IS EXAMPLE OF 
GROWING FROM SMALL 
TO GIANT SIZE COMPANY

12

By making this move, KLK is 
strategically situated close to key 
customers and raw material supply 
routes in the heart of Europe. They 
have become a major oleochemical 
manufacturer and supplier to new 
European markets.

Going back to the big picture of 
the industry, we anticipated that crude 
palm oil prices would decrease at some 
point, and we were not far off the mark, 
as prices have fallen by 53% since 2011.

Production of downstream products 
also proved to be more lucrative per unit 
revenue, at 50% more compared to up/
mid-stream products.

If companies did not diversify and 
go downstream, they would not have 
benefited from these larger margins.

Our economic sectors have the 
potential to diversify, but R&D and 
innovation is critical.

There are many individuals like Tan 
Sri Lee and companies like KLK.

Companies can range from 110 years 

old to 10 years old to perhaps five, but the 
underlying spirit to succeed is to realise 
that you don’t always have to fight for 
the pie, but to broaden your horizon.

Megatrends exist in all economic 
sectors.

The palm oil industry is no 
different. KLK has not just survived but 
capitalised on such movements in the 
commodity market.

Crude palm oil (CPO) prices are 
cyclical. If entirely focused on upstream 
activities, business performance is over 
reliant on and will fluctuate according to 
the health of CPO prices.

This sparks the impetus for players 
to go downstream to build resilience and 
unlock new value. This is the megatrend.

KLK’s strategy was to go 
downstream, is what I like to term as, 
being naturally hedged.

A little bit of KLK is in everything we 
consume, from the moment we wake up 
to the time we go to sleep.

They are like the “Intel” of the palm 
oil industry. For example, the toothpaste 
and skincare products that we use in the 
morning contain palm-based glycerine 
and emulsifier.

Our breakfast and lunch are prepared 
with cooking oil made from palm olein. 
For general health, tocotrienol makes a 
very potent anti-oxidant supplement.

Throughout the day, the various 
detergents and cleaning products are 
filled with surfactants. Not forgetting that 
our diesel contains 7% of palm biodiesel, 
a sustainable source of clean energy.

Our lovely wives use body and hair 
care products that contain fatty acids and 
emollients – these are just to mention a few.

Today, KLK stands globally 
competitive, selling to 123 countries at 
the last count, which would roughly be 
63% of the world’s countries.

This is truly a Malaysian company 
that has made it.

Source : The Star

Innovative company: Lee (seventh from left) with Idris 
(eighth from left) at the KL-Kepong Oleomas facility.»

INDUSTRY NEWS
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The Regional Board of 
Investment of the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao 
approved last week the 

registration of a P1.3-billion palm oil 
plantation project of Gintong Agri-
Corporation in Datu Odin Sinsuat 
town, this province, a board executive 
said.

Lawyer Ishak v. Mastura, 
RBOI-ARMM chairman, said 
the company “is a partnership 
between Singaporean 
investors and local community 
cooperatives whose members 
own the land to be developed 
into an oil palm plantation.”

Mastura told media the GAC, 
headed by Alex Fergusson, will 
finance and manage the plantation 
“under a nucleus estate system where 
full support from technical advice to 
market assistance would be provided 
to participating farmers” even as the 
project is set to employ more than 1,000 
workers during its full operation.

The RBOI registered a total 
investment of P6.5 billion in 2015, he 
said, adding that more investors are 
expected to come to the region this 
year, confident that they can do good 
business owing to the area’s improved 
peace and order situation.

Mastura said that related to the 
construction of an oil depot, a bulk 
water treatment and supply system 
and an industrial waste management 

and treatment project are now in the 
works.

He claimed that GAC had submitted 
to the RBOI a plan to initially develop 
a 5,000-hectare oil palm plantation in 
Datu Odin Sinsuat which the company 
would later expand to 20,000 hectares in 
the next few years in adjacent Talayan 
and Guindulungan municipalities, 
even as it would also build and operate 
facilities to produce crude palm oil and 
palm kernel oil.

Meanwhile, Edgar Bullecer, an 
official of the Chiquita Unifrutti, 
which invested P3.7 billion last year 
in Cavendish banana plantation in 
Maguindanao, stressed his firm’s 
determination to continue investing in 
the region.

Source : The Standard

 BIOTEC International Asia Sdn  
 Bhd, a BioNexus status company, has  
 been awarded a RM14 million biogas  
 project by Magenko Renewables  
 (Penang) Sdn Bhd. 

Under the contract, Biotec 
will design, construct and 
operate a biogas plant at 
United Oil Palm Industries 

Sdn Bhd mill in Nibong Tebal, Penang.

The biogas plant is expected to 
generate two megawatts to the national 
grid, under the Feed-in Tariff (FiT), 
Biotec said in a statement.

“The plant will be producing two 
megawatts of electricity to be sold to 
Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB) under 
the FiT system, supervised by the 
Sustainable Energy Development 
Authority,” the company said.

Magenko had secured a 16-year 
power purchase agreement with TNB 
and has Biotec as the technology 
provider.

“This venture demonstrates the 
proof that sustainable renewable 
energy projects are not necessarily a 
drain on national resources, and in fact 
is profitable to the parties involved.

“With this project being its 12th 
biogas plant in South-East Asia, Biotec 
aims to continue working closely with 
players of the palm oil industry in 
this region as a reputable technology 
provider for the biogas sector,” said 
Biotec.

The company also said the biogas 
plant would be operated based on 
palm oil mills generated waste known 
as palm oil mill effluent (POME).

“In a biogas plant, POME is being 
treated by a process called anaerobic 
digestion with covered lagoon or tank. 
From this process, biogas is produced, 
captured and filtered before being 
sent to biogas engines for electricity 
generation.”

Biotec said Malaysia, being the 
second-largest global palm oil producer, 

is constantly working towards creating 
a sustainable and environment-
friendly palm oil industry.

“Currently, calls for sustainable 
produced palm oil are greater as the 
industry grows further. Equipping 
palm oil mills with biogas plants will 
definitely facilitate this effort by POME 
treatment and electricity generation,” 
the company said.

BioNexus status is a special 
recognition given to qualified 
international and Malaysian 
biotechnology companies.

The status provides incentive 
packages, which offer qualifying 
companies a 10-year tax exemption on 
statutory income, maintenance of 100% 
company ownership and assistance in 
the navigation of local procedures.

Apart from the overall benefits 
and support, BioNexus companies are 
assured a list of privileges as stipulated 
in the BioNexus Bill of Guarantees.

Source : The Malaysian Reserve 

ARMM APPROVES 
P1.3-B PALM OIL PROJECT 
IN MAGUINDANAO

BIOTEC AWARDED RM14M
BIOGAS PLANT JOB IN PENANG

INDUSTRY NEWSINDUSTRY NEWS
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The Indonesia Trade Promotion 
Center (ITPC) Johannesburg 
has been making efforts to 
expand the market for the 

countrys products in South Africa.

In this context, it recently held a 
meeting with the Muslim business 
community in South Africa.

“The Minara Chamber of Commerce 
is known as the biggest Muslim 
business community in Durban. We 
have established closer communication 
to promote Indonesian products in 
South Africa,” ITPC Johannesburg 
head Pontas Tobing said in a press 
statement received here on Friday.

Together with the Indonesian 
Embassy (KBRI) in Pretoria and the 
Indonesian Consulate General (KJRI) in 
Cape Town, the ITPC cooperated with 
the Minara Chamber of Commerce and 
held two simultaneous events, namely 
the “Indonesian Business Gathering” 
and the “In-store Promotion,” on May 
17-18, in Durban, South Africa.

Pontas explained that during the 
two-day events, the KBRI Pretoria 
and the KJRI Cape Town organized a 
breakfast business meeting and a visit 
to the international import port, Dube 
Trade Port, in Durban.

Apart from these, a meeting was 

also held by the Kuazulu Natal Trade 
Investment as the representative of the 
government in Durban. A gala dinner 
with business makers in Durban, a 
coffee presentation or toasting and a 
site visit to a number of Indonesian 
product importers in Pietermaritzburg 
were also organized.

“All these activities were in line 
with the efforts to achieve non oil/gas 
export target that Indonesia wants to 
achieve in South Africa,” Indonesian 
Ambassador to South Africa Suprapto 
Martosoetomo informed.

Indonesia also presented various 
potential products, suitable for the 
South African export market, at the 
in-store promotional event held at 
Hotel Pavilion in Durban. Indonesian 
packaged food and drink products, 
handicraft products, shoes, tires and 
coffee drinks attracted the attention the 
African people.

The ITPC Johannesburg also agreed 
to three South African importers 
becoming the recipient candidates 
for the Primaduta Award, namely the 
Willowton Group (palm oil), Sealake 
Industries (palm oil) and Malls Tiles 
(ceramics).

The ITPC Johannesburg also 
succeeded in encouraging Melonwoods 
company to import more from 

Indonesia. Melonwoods has already 
imported one container of handicraft 
and furniture products from Indonesia. 
It has committed to increasing its 
imports to four containers over the 
next several orders.

The ITPC Johannesburg also invited 
the members of the Minara Chamber 
of Commerce to take part in the 31st 
Indonesian Trade Expo which will be 
held in Jakarta, Indonesia, on October 
12-16, 2016.

The Indonesian trade balance with 
South Africa in the January-December 
2015 period experienced a surplus 
of US$434.2 million, down by 50.72 
percent from the previous year when it 
stood at US$881 million.

The total bilateral trade volume 
was recorded at $898.06 million, down 
52.18 percent from the same period in 
the previous year when it was recorded 
at $1.9 billion.

Indonesias exports to South Africa 
in 2015 stood at $666.12 million, down 
by 51.71 percent from the 2014 figure of 
$1.4 billion.

In the meantime, its imports from 
that country in 2015 also dropped by 
53.47 percent from $498.49 million to 
$231.94 million in 2015.

Source : ANTARA News

INDONESIA EXPANDS 
MARKET IN SOUTH AFRICA
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Group managing director and 
chief executive officer Datuk 
Wong Kuo Hea in pointing 
this out at the company’s 

annual and extraordinary meeting on 
Thursday said through the process of 
fine tuning the operation, they were 
able to reduce the number of workers, 
raise efficiency and productivity 
and reduce the usage of consumable 
goods in the factory and fertiliser in 
plantation.

These measures were necessary 
whilst waiting for the timber market 
to revive and oil palm crop season to 
reach its peak.

The meetings were chaired by 
executive chairman Datuk Amar Abdul 
Hamed Sepawi.

“In oil palm plantations, the 
increasing use of mechanism in 
harvesting and the greater effort 
in loose fruit collection have 
resulted in higher productivity 
per man-hour,” he said.

Estate emphasis on good agriculture 
productivity, he said, had brought 
about better field and palm conditions, 
which reduced the cost of the product 
and development control.

Datuk Wong said similar measures 
would be employed to maintain or 
enhance the operational efficiency 
and efficacy as 
the group moves 
forward.

On the current 
market outlook for 
both timber and 
oil palm sectors, 
he said plywood 
demand was 
expected to increase 
especial ly with 
the infrastructure 
w o r k s  f o r  t h e 
coming Olympics 
in Brazil.

“Demand for 
logs is expected 
to remain stable. 
Plywood demand in 
Japan is still slow but prices are believed 
to have hit the bottom,” he said.

Its palm oil sector, he said, was 
expected to produce higher fresh fruit 
bunch (FFB) with the growing mature 
palms.

Coupled with better crude palm 
oil (CPO) prices compared to 2015 
and the projected rising trend of CPO 
prices, higher contribution of the palm 

oil sector to the group’s revenue and 
profit was anticipated.

Meanwhile, Datuk Amar Abdul 
Hamed reported that the group’s 
revenue for the financial year ended 
Dec 31, 2015 was RM1,048.3mil, 4% 
higher compared to the previous year, 
while pre-tax profit was RM234.2mil, 
up 39% from the level achieved in 2014.

Net profit after tax was RM191.5mil, 
53% higher on a year-on-year basis.

Source : The Star

GEARING UP 
FOR TOUGH TIMES
IN OIL PALM INDUSTRY

Trade and investment ties 
between Malaysia and Chile 
are set to be further enhanced 
with the start of a “Seminar 
on Business Opportunities 
with Malaysia” here today.

Organised by the Malaysian 
External Trade and 
Development Cooperation 
(Matrade),the seminar 

which showcases Malaysian products 
and services, has received an 
overwhelming response from the 
business community here with 150 
participants.

Sharing Malaysia’s success in 
managing its economy, Matrade 
Senior Director, Strategic Planning, 
Wan Latiff Wan Musa called on the 
Chilean business community to 
leverage on the existing Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA), signed between the 
two countries in 2012.

He said they should also take 
advantage of Malaysia’s competitive 
edge in terms of attracting Chilean 
businesses and investments and use 
the country as a gateway to enter and 
capture the ASEAN market.

This follows the immense 
opportunities available to them 
following implementation of the 
ASEAN Economic Community.

“In 2015, Malaysia recorded 
US$375.8 billion in total trade with 
a five per cent gross domestic (GDP) 
growth.

“Malaysia is a very open economy. 
The value of total trade is much higher 
than that of the GDP. We will continue 
with this approach in enhancing 
international trade, including with 
Chile,” Wan Latiff said in his keynote 
address at the opening of the seminar.

He said Malaysia had a more 
diversified economic structure now, 
which establishes the foundation for 
future growth.

“Due to domestic and external 
factors, last year we record the five 
per cent growth and it was six per 
cent in 2014. Domestic demand will 
remain the key driver of growth led by 
private sectors spending,” he added.

He noted that Malaysia’s total 
trade with Chile in 2015 stood at 
US$415.2 million. Total exports were 
at US$222.8 million, and imports at 
US$192.5 million.

Wan Latiff said Malaysia’s major 
exports to Chile were electrical and 
electronics products (photosensitive 
semi-conductor devices, diodes, and 
microwave ovens) worth US$109.3 
million.

Wood products comprising 
wooden furniture stood at US$23.1 
million, rubber products including 
rubber gloves, tubes, pipes and hoses, 
hard rubber & articles of rubber were 
worth US$23.1 million.

Chemicals & chemicals products, 
fertilisers, alcohols & phenols, soap, 
cleansing and polishing preparation 
came to US$18.4 million.

Palm oil & palm based products 
comprising vegetable fat & oil, 
palm oil and palm kernel oil posted 
US$109.3 million.

The seminar here is the last leg 
of the trade and investment mission 
from May 14 to 27, to three countries, 
namely Peru, Mexico and Chile, 
and led earlier by the Minister of 
International Trade and Industry 
Datuk Seri Mustapa Mohamed.

Here in Chile, Wan Latiff is the 
Chief-de-Mission for the event and 

among others, includes one-to-one 
business meetings for participating 
Malaysian companies.

He said the Malaysia-Chile Free 
Trade Agreement (MCFTA) is the 
first and only bilateral FTA between 
Malaysia and a Latin American 
country which came into force on Feb 
25, 2012.

He said Malaysia and Chile 
have agreed to progressively reduce 
or eliminate tariffs on respective 
industrial and agricultural products.

Upon coming into force, 90.2 per 
cent of tariff lines have a zero per cent 
tariff and by 2016, 98 per cent will fall 
into this category.

Also present at the seminar was 
Malaysian Ambassador to Chile, 
Datuk Mohamad Rameez Yahaya, 
President of the Santiago Chamber 
of Commerce, Peter Hill and Trade 
Commissioner, Matrade Santiago, 
Noor Ezzwanee Ahmad.

Wan Latiff said 12 business 
representatives from 10 companies are 
part of the trade mission to Chile.

The companies are IX Global 
Services Sdn Bhd (IT System 
Integration Services), Lite Bulk 
Sdn Bhd (Bulk Logistics), Mazsoni 
Global Sdn Bhd (Building Materials), 
Pitaberry Sdn Bhd (Health Beverages), 
Seni Daya Woods Industries (M) Sdn 
Bhd (Children’s Furniture), and Star 
Medik Sdn Bhd (Medical Devices), 
Tamarind Furniture Sdn Bhd (Rubber 
wood furniture), VG Metal Technology 
(M) Sdn Bhd (Oil and Gas), VG 
Offshore Containers International (Oil 
and Gas) and UNIRAZAK, a financial 
Services provider for Sukuk (Islamic 
Bonds).

Source : Bernama

MALAYSIA LOOKS TO  
 ENHANCE TRADE , 

INVESTMENT TIES WITH CHILE

INDUSTRY NEWS INDUSTRY NEWS
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GHANA: U.S. DISHES OUT 
U.S. $11,000 TO SUPPORT 
PRODUCTION OF PALM OIL
An eleven thousand US 

Dollar-Oil Palm Extraction 
project, sponsored by the 
US Government, has been 

inaugurated at Asekesu, a farming 
community, and its neighbours, in the 
New Juaben Municipality.

The project, which is under the 
US Ambassador Self Help Project, 
is expected to create employment 
and sustainable development for six 
communities in the area.

It is to be managed by the Peace and 
Love Association, an all women group 
engaged in the production of palm oil.

Speaking at the ceremony, Mr. 
Jimmy Mauldin, the Economic 
Counselor of the US Embassy, said 
since the Self Help Project was 
introduced in 1990, the US Embassy 
had supported various projects with a 
total of 1.7 million US dollars.

He said this year alone, the 
US Embassy had supported 11 
organisations with a total of 80,000 US 
dollars under the project, which was 
expected to make an impact on the 
beneficiary communities.

He said some of the conditions for 
accessing the grant was that the project 
should be initiated by a community 

or a Non-governmental Organisation; 
and it had to be sustainable.

It also did not have to depend on the 
US Government for further support, he 
explained.

In a speech read on his behalf, 
the New Juaben Municipal Chief 
Executive, Mr. Kwabena Okyere-
Kusi, expressed his appreciation to 
those who contributed to make the 
project successful towards creating a 
sustainable employment in a complete 
rural community.

Mr. Appiah Kweku Boateng, the 
Executive Director of 4-H Ghana, 

the implementing agency, said 
his organisation submitted a 
proposal on behalf of the Asekesu 
Community because it believed 
that it could help improve upon 
the livelihood of the people there.

He said his organisation, 
which was a youth focused group, 
trained the youth to acquire skills 
so that when they completed their 
education , they could use the 
skills to employ themselves and 
create employment for others.

Mr. Boateng said 4-H Ghana, 
which started in the Eastern 
Region with two clubs in 
Koforidua, in 2000, now had more 
than 700 clubs and reached more 
than 48,000 young people in five 
regions.

Ms Jane Kwapong of the 
Ministry of Gender, Children 
and Social Protection, urged the 
women to unite and appealed to 
the men in the area to support the 
women in the management of the 
facility to ensure it success.

Mr. Samuel Tettey Komlorm, 
the Assemblyman for Asekesu 
Electoral Area, appealed for the 
provision of a tricycle to help 
transport the palm fruits from the 
villages to the processing centre.

Ms Abigail Ghama, the 
Secretary to the Peace and 
Love Association, said with 
the provision of the oil palm 
extraction facility, members of the 
Association could produce more 
palm oil.

She, therefore, appealed to 
the Municipal Assembly and 
other stakeholders to help the 
Association to find market for 
their produce.

She gave the assurance that 
the Association would ensure 
that its members produced high 
quality palm oil under the highest 
hygienic conditions without 
any additives or substances of 
adulteration. GNA

Source : AllAfrica.com
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SureSawit SHELL - precisely determine the 
tenera, dura, and pisifera fruit form of a 
seedling, nursery palm or field planted palm.

SureSawit VIR (available 2017) - enables early 
differentiation of virescens from nigrescens 
fruits, allowing selection for desired future 
fruit color.

SureSawit KARMA (available 2016) - predicts 
potential abnormalities of somaclonal variants 
that could lead to the mantled fruit form.

Orion Biosains offers the following sample collection kits and DNA tests:

Innovating Agriculture Through Bioscience

Tag & sample your palms and 
leave the rest to us!  

Easily tag and track your seedlings or trees, efficiently 
collect leaf samples and post those samples back to 
Orion.  

Orion Biosains SureSawit™ Services 
In our cutting edge service lab we  perform automated 
DNA isolation, high throughput genotyping and 
data analysis.  We mail your results in a confidential 
report or you can access them online.

A4 Ad v2.indd   1 5/23/16   10:29 PM

24/06/2016 (Reuters) - France’s 
Naional Assembly has scrapped plans 
for an additional tax on palm oil, 
which had caused outcry among major 
producers, after the government put 
forward an alternative proposal that 
would include other vegetable oils 
used in food.

Indonesia and Malaysia, the world’s 
two largest producers, had said the 
plan, which was aimed at encouraging 
the sector to reduce the environmental 
damage palm oil plantations can 
cause, was discriminatory and broke 
international trade rules.

The Malaysian Palm Oil Council 
representing local producers, which had 
also claimed the tax would put thousands 
of small farmers out of work, welcomed 
the National Assembly’s decision.

“The French government should 
drop once and for all this unfair and 
unjust tax campaign against palm oil,” 
it said.

Palm oil is one of the least taxed 
vegetable oils in France and the 
government proposed a last-minute 
amendment on Wednesday, which 
says the state will put forward a new 
scheme to harmonise taxes on such oils 
and include an exemption for those 
that are sustainably produced based 
on “objective criteria”, within six 
months after a wider biodiversity law 
is enacted.

Legal uncertainty around the 
tax, which focused on only one type 
of vegetable oil and contained a tax 
exemption based on sustainability 
criteria that were not clearly identified, 
had prompted the change, France’s 
Secretary of State for Biodiversity 
Barbara Pompili told Parliament.

“There is no question to stigmatise 
one or another country, we are here 
to find long-term rules that favour 
sustainable development by helping 
as much as we can to certify sectors 
from other countries,” she told the 
National Assembly.

The proposal has been going back 
and forth between the French National 
Assembly and the Senate, but it is the 
National Assembly which has the final 
word.

France’s initial proposal had been 
softened by the National Assembly in 
March by excluding sustainable palm 
oil and sharply reducing the amount of 
the levy.

But the biodiversity bill in which 
the tax was included did not pass 
through the Senate, forcing the two 
assemblies to find an agreement. The 
meeting ended in a deadlock.

This is not the first attempt by 
French lawmakers to impose a tax 
on palm oil which campaigners say 
contributes to deforestation and 
impacts biodiversity. The first one, in 
2012, suggested to quadruple the tax 
on palm oil.

Attempts had failed mainly due 
to strong lobbying from producing 
countries.

Source : Reuters

FRENCH PARLIAMENT 
SCRAPS PLANNED EXTRA TAX 
ON PALM OIL

• Government to propose new 
tax scheme on vegetable oils

• Aims to harmonise taxes on 
vegetable oils, clarify rules

• New French plan due within six 
months after law (Adds reaction 
from Malaysian producers)

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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NIGERIA’S FOREX POLICY A 
BOON FOR PALM OIL INDUSTRY

Nigeria’s forex (FX) policies 
have given the palm oil 
industry the incentive they 
need to take advantage of 

local demand, according to Tominiyi 
Ramon, an analyst from Vetiva. This 
comes on the back of palm oil importers 
being excluded from accessing the 
central bank’s FX window.

Ramon says he estimates 320 
million dollars were spent on the 
import of palm oil in 2015.

“Sometime in 2015 amid the 
crude oil earnings and the 
consequence impact on our 
reserves, one of the FX policies 
introduced by the CBN was to 
exclude some 41 items from the 
official window, palm oil made 
that list.”

“What this means is that importers 
will have to source FX from autonomous 
sources - you would expect the overall 
cost of importation to tipper in both 
volumes going forward. CBN policies 
on the FX have impacted these imports 
and will likely continue to impact it 
going forward,” said Ramon.

In Nigeria, palm oil is a basic food 
and has several uses besides cooking, 
says Ramon so the demand is quite 
high.

“Before now there was no major 
incentive for local producers given that 
the price of imported palm oil product 
is more competitive, however we think 
that the industry is currently taking a 
new shape that might incentivise the 
local producers.”

He adds: “Going forward the 
importation of palm oil might be 
challenging so we think this could cut 
supply and push up prices and once 

this happens you will expect the local 
production to tap into the opportunity.”

Presco and Okomuoil have done 
well in this environment; Ramon 
explains that their advantage is their 
large scale operations.

Presco has done well in this market 
because it is a leader and has had years 
of experience, large scale operation and 
technical support from international 
parent companies.

“The yields from the plantation 
[Presco] are actually beyond what 
you can get from any other plantation 
in Nigeria. Okumo specialises in the 
off stream segment and is the market 
leader in that space, this company has 
the largest oil palm milling in Nigeria 
and produced,” said Tominiyi Ramon, 
analyst at Vetiva.

Source : CNBC

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

 

Hall 5-6
IMPACT EXHIBITION CENTER
BANGKOK, THAILAND

THE SOUTHEAST  
ASIAN 
AGRI-BUSINESS 
SHOW

Contact Us: 
simaasean@impact.co.th
sima-asean@comexposium.com

2016
8>10
September

THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN AGRI-BUSINESS SHOW

ASEAN

Pre-registration

is now open!

www.sima-asean.com

www.sima-asean.com SIMAASEANThailand

TAIWAN

TA M MA

Organizers: Co-Organizer: Supporters:

Media Partners:Official Media Partners:

Silver Sponsors:

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

SIMA_ad_a4_EN_2016_updated.pdf   1   6/6/2016   4:49:55 PM



2726

ASIA PALM OIL MAGAZINE | July - September 2016  July - September 2016 | ASIA PALM OIL MAGAZINE 

REFINERY NEWS

Local oil palm companies are keen 
to invest further downstream 
from oleochemicals to oleo 
Senegal has invited Indonesia 

to develop palm oil refineries, since 
Senegal’s demand on palm oil stands 
at 150 million tons per year, which a 
portion of the total volume is imported 
from Indonesia.

The statement was released by 
Senegalese Trade Minister Alioune Sarr 
when meeting Indonesian Ambassador to 
Senegal Mansyur Pangeran recently. The 
invitation may open an opportunity for 
Indonesia to make investments in Senegal 
in the agriculture-based industry.

Mansyur explained that Indonesia-
Senegal economic ties have a huge 
potential to be developed.

In addition to palm oil and its 
derivative products, Indonesia’s exports 
to Senegal include textiles, furniture, 
detergents, food and beverages. 
Meanwhile, Indonesia’s imports from 
Senegal include commodities such as 
peanut, cashew, cotton and frozen fish.

Sarr revealed that the Senegalese 
government is currently developing 
an industrial zone in Djamniadio, 
located about 40 kilometers from Dakar, 
where Indonesia can utilize facility and 
establish an industry.

Source : Tempo.co

SENEGAL INVITES INDONESIA TO 
DEVELOP PALM OIL REFINERY

CPO loading at the 
Tanjung Priok Port, 
Jakarta. TEMPO/Aditia 
Noviansyah
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“Integrating sustainability & traceability 
in the oleo value chain” 

• Kao Corporation
• KPMG Services
• ASEAN Oleochemical 

Manufacturers Group 
(AOMG)

• LMC International

• Kräuter Healthcare 
Limited, AKC Group

• Sime Darby Technology 
Centre

• Shanghai Bailey Oils  
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• Indonesian Palm Oil 
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(GAPKI)

• PT Bank Central Asia
• Biosynthetic Technologies
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• Overcapacity, Boon or Bane for the 
Oleo Industry? Where is the industry 
heading? 

• RSPO – Just a story to tell or it has an 
impact on the industry? 

• Feedstocks alternatives/economics in 
current low crude oil & rising palm oil 
markets 

• Fatty alcohol & fatty acid markets in 
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• Trends in biodiesel & glycerin markets 
• Downstream market growth outlook 
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Who you will network with 
This conference invites suppliers and 

producers from across the oleochemical 
value chain, from feedstock to 
product application, in order to 
provide a diverse and interactive 

level of discussion on the future of 
oleochemicals. CEOs, VPs, General 
Managers, Business Development 

Directors/Managers, Product 
Managers,Global Purchasing Directors/

Managers, Supply Chain Directors, 
Logistics Managers, Sourcing Directors/

Managers, Marketing Managers, 
SalesManagers, Brokers, Consultants  

and R&D Managers 

Sponsor or Book your  
Exhibition Space

This event is an excellent platform to 
promote your organization to influential 

players & investors in the industry.  
Talk to us for sponsorship packages or 

book your exhibition space now!  
Contact fiona@cmtsp.com.sg
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KUALA LUMPUR: Local oil palm 
companies are keen to invest further 
downstream from oleochemicals to oleo 
derivatives, but many are still hesitant 
given the good revenue derived from 
their core upstream business.

Malaysian Investment Development 
Authority (MIDA) chief executive officer 
Datuk Azman Mahmud attributed the 
slow take up rate to the perception that 
oleo derivatives business was capital 
intensive and involved some challenges.

“Most industry players are cautious 
and still living in their comfort zone 
– producing crude palm oil (CPO) 
especially when the price year-to-date 
is trading much higher compared to last 
year,” Azman said.

Towards this, MIDA as the country’s 
principal investment promotion agency, 
is calling on oil palm companies and 
SME players to seize the opportunities in 
the oleo derivatives industry, which offer 
higher margins in the long run.

In the past five years, MIDA has 
assisted many palm oil companies 
to venture into oleochemicals and 
oleo derivatives projects as well 
as the evaluation of applications 

for manufacturing licences and tax 
incentives.

Oleochemical, Oleochemical Derivatives 
or Preparations are included in the list 
of promoted activities and products 
which are eligible for tax incentives 
considerations under the Promotion of 
Investment Act 1986 depending on the 
merits of each project.

Under the National Transformation 
Programme’s Palm Oil & Rubber 
National Key Economic Area, investment 
in commercialisation of oleo derivatives 
as well as food and health products can 
also obtain capital grants.

MIDA is part of the Technical 
Committee along with Ministry of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities, 
Malaysian Palm Oil Board and 
Performance Management and Delivery 
Unit that evaluates such projects.

Under the 10th Malaysia Plan, over 
15 projects, making up a total investment 
of over RM2.3bil have benefited from 
these grants.

MIDA also considers and approves 
various tax incentives for eligible 
companies that produce oleo derivatives, 

such as “customised incentives” 
particularly to further drive the shifts to 
downstream activities.

To further unlock the potential for 
investments in palm-based downstream 
activities, Azman said research and 
development (R&D) is an important 
key to attract quality investments into 
Malaysia.

“To encourage R&D and 
commercialisation, the Government 
saw the need to bridge the gap between 
technical fund and commercialisation 
by encouraging closer collaborations 
between companies and research 
institutions,” he added.

The collaborative industry-academia 
platforms include PlaTCOM Ventures, 
a collaboration between Agensi Inovasi 
Malaysia and SMECorp, and Steinbeis 
Malaysia Foundation.

The newly set-up Chemical & 
Advanced Material Investment Advisory 
Panel meanwhile is responsible in 
formulating and recommending 
strategies to the Government for the 
development of the chemical industry 
based on the 11th Malaysia Plan.

SHIFT TOWARDS OLEO DERIVATIVES 
SHOWING GOOD PROGRESS

T
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 MSPO HISTORY AND PROFILE 

Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil, commonly known as 
MSPO, was developed because of the need of the industry for 
a fair sustainability certification scheme to enhance market 
access. The existing sustainability standards and scheme for 
oil palm and palm oil are foreign standards. The industry 
together with MPOB and other relevant stakeholders 
developed the Malaysian Standard (MS) on sustainability 
for palm oil. The MS was registered as MS2530:2013 and 
comprise a series of four parts.  

Two committees were set up, namely, the National 
Committee for MSPO (NC) and the Technical Working 
Committee (TWC). The committees consist of representatives 
from the oil palm industry (MPOA, PORAM, NASH, 
SOPPOA, EMPA, POMA, MEOA, MEOMA, MOPNA, 
MOMG, MBA and individual members from oil palm 
companies), MPOB, MPOC and government agencies. Both 
the NC and the TWC met regularly since April 2011 in order 
to complete the Draft MSPO. The completed Draft MSPO was 
submitted to SIRIM and was uploaded on the SIRIM website 
for public comments. The Draft MSPO is divided into four 
parts to cover (a) general principles (b) smallholders (c) 
estates and (d) mills. The   first part of the MSPO principles 
was posted on the website on 1st October 2012 while the 
remaining three technical parts were posted on 1st February 
2013. All  public comments received were collated and 
discussed thoroughly at a meeting on 2nd April 2013 and 
amendments were incorporated into the final Draft MSPO. 
The revised final Draft MSPO was sent 
back to SIRIM for deliberation to be 
established as a MS. A further meeting 
was held with SIRIM to evaluate the 
Draft MSPO and it was agreed therein 
that the final Draft MSPO be accepted 
as a MS with the amendments. The 
MS for MSPO was approved by the 
YB Minister of Science, Technology 
and Innovation on 5th September 
2013 and announced by YAB Deputy 
Prime Minister on 19th  November 
2013 during the PIPOC International 
Palm Oil 2013 Conference. On 21st 
March 2014, the Cabinet approved 
the implementation of the Malaysian 
Sustainable Palm Oil (MSPO) and 
YB Minister of MPIC announced 
the implementation of MSPO 
scheme starting 1st  January 2015. 
Implementation of MSPO certification 
is voluntary and the palm oil industry 
is encouraged to participate in this 
government-initiated scheme.

The Malaysian Standard MSPO, 
MS2530;2013, addresses the general 
requirements for sustainability for 
independent smallholders; plantations 
and organised smallholders and mills. 
Other series in the drafting stage are 
for palm kernel crushers and refineries.  

Implementation of the MSPO 
certification scheme is based on the 
sustainability requirements in the MS 

for MSPO. Prior to the implementation, a pilot audit of MSPO 
certification was conducted at various oil palm premises. 
The pilot audit was conducted from 17th April 2014 to 31st 
December 2014. It involved independent smallholders; 
organised smallholders; plantation owners and palm oil 
millers nationwide. The audit was conducted by certification 
bodies registered with Standards Malaysia. 

Share with us a bit of yourself as the Team 
Leader of MSPO

The first thing I realized when requested by 
MPOB’s top management to develop a national certification 
system for sustainable palm oil was that it is a huge and 
challenging responsibility. I took on the task and formed an 
effective team of MPOB experts in the areas of smallholding 
development, plantation management, milling, palm kernel 
crushing and refining to cover the whole oil palm supply 
chain. It was very clear in my mind that MPOB has to come 
out with a national standard on sustainability for palm 
oil, which is as good as, if not superior to other current 
certification systems. 

The oil palm industry plays a major role in the development 
of this standard and their contributions have ensured that 
MSPO is a robust and pragmatic standard that all sectors of 
the industry can apply. MPOB’s top management has been 
very supportive of me and this is important for me because 
it facilitates the timely development and implementation 
of MSPO. 
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What is the objective of MSPO and what is 
the difference between MSPO and RSPO? 

Difference: 

MSPO covers all sectors of the industry from smallholdings, 
medium producers to large plantation groups. MSPO 
is unique in that it provides for the welfare and specific 
technical requirements of smallholdings. On the other hand, 
RSPO is focused on business to business arrangements with 
the large plantation groups. Thus, MSPO is an inclusive 
standard as opposed to the exclusive characteristic of 
RSPO.

What are the criteria to follow in order to 
obtain the MSPO qualification?

Participants have to fulfill the three 
fundamentals of sustainability: socio-economic assessment 
of indigenous and surrounding community, biodiversity 
conservation and reconnaissance soil survey prior to 
approval for full MSPO certification. If approved, the 
formal auditing process will be initiated by the appointed 
certification body.

As we understand, the implementation of 
MSPO certification scheme has just started 
on January 2015, what would MSPO do in 
order to attract more companies to get the 

qualification?

The team goes on  roadshows to brief members of 
the industry on the MSPO standard and certification 
scheme. What we are, and have been, doing is to 
approach each individual company and convince them 
to support the scheme taking into account the merits of 
the system and the necessity for them to get on board 
quickly. Bearing in mind that the scheme was initiated at 
the behest of the industry, they should be supportive of the 
scheme and respond accordingly.

Booklets and brochures on MSPO are also used for the 
promotion of MSPO.  

MSPO focuses more on companies from 
palm oil plantations, palm oil mills, 
independent and organized small holders, 
other than these, have you ever think to 

expand membership profile?

Membership will be extended to dealers of fresh fruit 
bunches (DF), palm kernel crushers, refiners and perhaps 
later, the bulking facilities.

Until today, how many companies have been 
qualified under MSPO? 

Twelve companies and nine sustainable palm 
oil clusters (group of smallholders) with a 

total hectarage of 194,244.40 ha have been MSPO certified. 
There are now nineteen   certified mills certified producing 
614,456.75 tonnes of crude palm oil (CPO) and 127,334.28 
tonnes of palm kernels.

Any notable challenges that MSPO has faced 
so far in order to develop sustainable palm 
oil in Malaysia?

The real challenge is in relation to certification of 
smallholdings where the yields tend to be relatively low and 
technical management standards are, in many cases, less 
than satisfactory. We also face difficulties in communicating 
the importance of MSPO certification initially but after a few 
training sessions to increase awareness, they are now very 
receptive to new ideas.

What do you see of sustainable palm oil 
development in Malaysia?

The whole Malaysian oil palm industry will 
attain a reputation in international markets 

for  production of sustainable palm oil of the highest quality, 
with MSPO as the primary driver. 

Even though there are rules being set from 
government and private bodies, there are 
still companies disobeying the rules. Why 
are they doing this? What is the action 

towards these groups of companies?

     Under MSPO requirements, 
companies have to 
comply with all 
legal environmental 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . 
Once the palm oil 
industry is fully 
certified, these 
problems will be 
eliminated.  
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Objectives:

(i) To develop a pragmatic and inclusive standard, 
which is applicable to all sectors in the supply chain 
especially the smallholders 

(ii) To ensure sustainable practices are implemented by 
the oil palm industry

(iii) To ensure all palm oil exported from Malaysia is 
certified sustainable

(iv) To ensure that the welfare of the smallholders are 
included and protectd in sustainability certification

THE NEED FOR SUSTAINABILITY 
CERTIFICATION BASED ON MSPO

• The question is why the need for 
MSPO when there are already existing 
sustainability certification schemes? 
There are many reasons.

Firstly, we received feedback from 
the industry that they wish to have a 
national sustainability scheme and we 
are responding to their needs. They 
must have strong reasons for wanting 
this national scheme and I suspect that 
they may be somewhat unhappy with 
current schemes.

Secondly, it is unhealthy to have 
a monopolistic situation for any 
certification scheme, and we feel that 
consumers must be given more choices 
of credible schemes.

Thirdly, the MSPO will be less costly 
than existing schemes and we can get 
wider and faster certification especially 
for smallholders.

Fourthly, MSPO will help in 
supporting the branding of 
Malaysian palm oil.

Finally, it is quite natural that 
since Indonesia has its ISPO, 
Malaysia, as the next largest 
producer, should have its MSPO 
to offer international buyers a 
competitive choice, otherwise we 
may be left out.

• The implementation of MSPO 
will initially be on a voluntary 
basis. It may take about two 
years for us to implement and 
evaluate its effectiveness and to 
gain recognition and acceptance. 
Depending on the success of 
this, we may consider mandatory 
implementation at the appropriate 
time. Nothing is cast in stone and 
we may do appropriate adjustments 
from time to time to ensure that the 
MSPO serves the purpose of convincing 
stakeholders and consumers that 
MSPO certified palm oil is indeed 
sustainably produced. Appropriate 

c h a n g e s 
can be made to Malaysian Standards 
since these standards are reviewed 
every 5 years.

Co-Located With:

MIP C

Organized by:Endorsed & Supported by:

NRG Exhibitions (M) Sdn BhdAsia Palm Oil MagazineAsia Palm Oil Technology Association
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ACE OIL MILL SDN BHD
Add: No. 19, Jalan Genuang, 
85000 Segamat, Johor
Tel: +607 931 1022/3 (HQ) / +607 937 0943 (Mill)
Fax: +607 931 7667

BELL PALM INDUSTRIES SDN BHD 
Add: Peti Surat 64, 
83007 Batu Pahat, Johor
Tel: +607 418 6300
Fax: +607 418 6500

BELL - KSL SDN BHD
Add: No. 125, Jalan SS 15/5A, 
47500 Subang Jaya, Selangor
Tel: +606 697 0501
Fax: +606 697 0500

BUKIT BENUT PALM OIL MILL 
Add: P.O. Box 513, 
86009 Kluang, Johor.
Tel: +607 772 3479
Fax: +607 776 6479

CARGILL PALM PRODUCTIONS SDN BHD
Add: Lot 1A, Gebeng Ind Est, 
PO Box 57, Pejabat Pos Balok, 26100 
Kuantan, Pahang
Tel: +609 583 8030
Fax: +609 583 8028

CAROTECH BERHAD (CHEMOR PLANT)
Add: Lot 56442, Batu 7  1/2 Mile, 
Jalan Ipoh/Chemor, 31200 Chemor, Perak
Tel: +605 210 4192 Ext: 1004/1001
Fax: +605 201 4213

DARA LAM SOON PALM OIL MILL
Add: Karung Berkunci No. 4, 
26700 Muadzam Shah, Pahang
Tel: +609 452 5088 / +609 452 5089 / +606 5569 3642
Fax: +609 452 5087

DUPONT & LEOSK ENTERPRISE SDN BHD
Add: No. 6, Jalan Gangsa, 
Kawasan Perusahaan, 42700 Banting, Selangor.
Tel: +603 3181 7736 / 35 
Fax: +603 3181 7736

EMPRESA PALM OIL MILL
Add: Empresa (M) Sdn Bhd, Empresa Palm Oil Mill, 
PO Box 369, 98000 Miri, Sarawak
Tel: +6085 739 832
Fax: +6085 739 569

ENDAU PALM OIL MILL
Add: Endau Pal Oil Mill Sdn Bhd, 
PO Box 11, 26800 K
uala Rompin, Pahang.
Tel: +609 453 1377 / 78 / 79
Fax: +609 453 1376

GUNUNG MAS PALM OIL MILL
Add: P.O. Box 524, 
86009 Kluang, Johor.
Tel: +607 934 6815 / 934 1211
Fax: +607 934 6816

GLOBAL BIO-DIESEL SDN BHD
Add: Lot. No. 22 & 23, POIC Miles 3.5, 
Jalan Kastam Baru, 
91110 Lahad Datu, Sabah
Tel: +6089 862 284 / 862 271
Fax: +6089 862 285

GREEN EDIBLE OIL SDN BHD
Add: Lot 5, Ground Floor, Block 4, 
Bandar Indah, Mile 4, PO Box 2848, 
90732 Sandakan, Sabah
Tel: +6089 664 9999
Fax: +6089 231 777

HADAPAN PALM OIL MILL
Add: P.O. Box 109, Batu 6, J
alan Bukit Permai, Bukit Permai, 
81850 Layang-layang, Johor
Tel: +6012 779 2755 / 012 789 2755

IOI EDIBLE OILS SDN BHD
Add: PO Box 3423, 
90738 Sandakan, Sabah
Tel: +6089 616 733
Fax: +6089 616 734

JUGRA PALM OIL MILL SDN BHD
Add: Lot 340, Jalan Tok Mujir, 
Sungai Buaya, 42700 
Banting, Selangor
Tel: +603 3120 1488
Fax: +603 3120 1489

INTERCONTIENETAL SPECIALTY FATS SDN BHD
Add: Lot 13068, Jalan Johan Setia, 
Kaw. Per. Selat Klang (U), 
42009 Port Klang, Selangor
Tel: +603 8768 6688
Fax: +603 8768 0088

JIN LEE (OIL MILLS) SDN BHD
Add: Plo 239, Jalan Timah 2, 
Kaw. Perindustrian Pasir Gudang, 
81700 Pasir Gudang, Johor
Tel: +607 251 2421 / 251 2422
Fax: +607 251 5460

K.K.S MELEWAR
Add: Locked bag No. 11, 
91109 Lahad Datu, Sabah
Tel: +6089 567 105 / 845 116
Fax: +6089 567 106

KKS ARING 1
Add: Kilang Sawit Aring A, 
Peti Surat 30, 18300 Gua Musang, Kelantan
Tel: +6019 930 2306
Fax: +609 915 9222

K.K.S SERTING HILIR
Add: Peti Surat 3, 
72120 Bandar Seri Jempol, Negeri Sembilan
Tel: +606 468 3132
Fax: +606 468 4424

KILANG SAWIT LADANG PASIR BESAR
Add: Peti Surat 30, 
73400 Gemas, Negeri Sembilan
Tel: +6019 267 7479
Fax: +6019 267 7479

KILANG ISI SAWIT PASIR GUDANG
Add: Plo 90, Kaw. Perindustrian P.Gudang, 
81700 Pasir Gudang, Johor
Tel: +607 276 4393
Fax: +607 276 4391

KILANG KELAPA SAWIT SUA BETONG 
Add: Km 22, Jalan Linggi, 71050 Sirusa, 
Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan
Tel: +606 646 0118
Fax: +606 646 0119

KILANG KELAPA SAWIT JABOR
Add: 14th Floor, Wisma Consplant 1, No. 2, Jalan SS 16/4, 
475.0 Subang Jaya, Selangor
Tel: +609 551 9101 / +603 5631 7133
Fax: +609 551 9189 / +603 5631 7588

KILANG KELAPA SAWIT CINI 3
Add: (K.K.S. Cini 3), Pejabat Pos Bandar Cini, 
26690 Pekan, Pahang
Tel: +609 456 6582
Fax: +609 456 6585

KILANG KELAPA SAWIT TANAH MERAH
Add: PO Box 45, 
71007 Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan
Tel: +606 667 3317 / 667 2506
Fax: +606 667 2506

KILANG KELAPA SAWIT TANJONG MALIM
Add: B/K No. 3, 35909 Tanjung Malim, Perak
Tel: +605 453 9081
Fax: +605 458 3611

KIRANA PALM OIL REFINERY SDN BHD
Add: Level 6, Crown Towers, 
No. 88, Jalan Pending, 93450 Kuching, Sarawak
Tel: +6082 335 311
Fax: +6082 348 311

KWANTAS OIL SDN BHD
Add: PO Box 61118, 
91120 Lahad Datu, Sabah
Tel: +6089 881 188
Fax: +6089 882 399

MEWAH OILS SDN BHD
Add: Lot 40, Seksyen 4, Fasa 2A,
Pulau Indah Industrial Park, 
Sungai Pinang 5/1, 42920 Pulau Indah, Selangor
Tel: +603 3101 1133
Fax: +603 3101 1177

PAN CENTURY OLEOCHEMICAL SDN BHD
Add: Lot 231, Jalan Pekeliling, 
81700 Pasir Gudang, Johor
Tel: +607 251 6060 / 251 2298/99
Fax: +607 252 5634

PGEO EDIBLE OILS SDN BHD - LUMUT DIVISION
Add: Blok G4 & G5, Lumut Port Industrial Park, Mukim 
Lumut, Jalan Kg. Acheh, 32000 Setiawan, Perak
Tel: +605 692 2177
Fax: +605 692 2267 

STOLTHAVEN (WESTPORT) SDN BHD
Add: Petrochemical Jetty, Westport, 42009 Pelabuhan 
Klang, Selangor
Tel: +603 3101 1551
Fax: +603 3101 1542

TENNAMARAN PALM OIL MILL
Add: Batang Berjuntai, 45600 Kuala Selangor, Selangor
Tel: +603 3271 9062
Fax: +603 3271 9557

VANCE BIOENERGY SDN BHD
Add: Plo 668 & 669, Jalan Keluli 5, Kaw. Perindustrian Pasir 
Gudang, 81700 Pasir Gudang,   Johor
Tel: +607 254 3668 ext 123/126
Fax: +607 254 3778 / 07 252 2778

ZUREX CORPORATION SDN BHD
Add: E-06-04, Plaza Mont Kiara, No.2, Jalan Kiara, 50480 
Kuala Lumpur
Tel: +603 6203 5136/089 863 180
Fax: +603 6203 5134

PROCUREMENT CORNER

PROCUREMENT CORNER

PROCUREMENT CORNER
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Briefly share with us your 
background prior to joining 
Felda Palm Industries Sdn 
Bhd (FPISB) ?

I grew up in Felda since 3 years 
old, where my father was a Felda 
Settler when I was young. I graduated 
from University of Toledo, Ohio, USA 
in Year 1988 with Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Mechanical Engineering, 
which was fully sponsored by Tenaga 
Nasional Berhad (TNB) of Malaysia. 
About 15 years worked with TNB, 
having experiences as Engineer 
(Operations), Senior Engineer (Boiler 
Maintenance), Quality Manager and 
Deputy Project Director TNB. During 
my working career with TNB, I 
pursued my advanced study of Master 
in Engineering Management from 
University Tenaga Nasional (Uniten) in 
Year 2000, which was a part-time post 
graduate study programme sponsored 
by TNB as well.

Besides, I also own professional 
qualifications such as Steam/Boiler 
Engineer Competency Certificate 
and Internal Combustion Engine/
Gas Turbine Engineer Competency 
Certificate issued by the Department 
of Occupational Safety & Health, 
Malaysia (DOSH). I even attended 
professional training such as Welding 
Inspector training by TAFE College & 
the Institution of Materials, Malaysia 
(IMM) in 1997; NDT (Radiography 
Level III) interpretation competency 
and training by Malaysia Institute of 
Nuclear Technology (MINT) and so 
on. These professional knowledge are 
very helpful in my current business 
especially when there are boilers, 
steam and gas turbines installed in 
Felda palm oil mills.

In Year 2011, I joined Felda Holdings 
Berhad as Senior General Manager; Year 
2013 as Vice President and Head of Group 
Procurement and Year 2014 holding the 
position of CEO of FPISB (until current).

Formerly known as 
Felda Mills Corporation, 
established in 1st July 1975, 
what is the responsibility of 

FPISB especially towards Malaysia 
palm oil industry? 

Our main objective is to produce 
crude palm oil (CPO), where we are the 
world’s largest CPO producer, which 
portrays a good image of Felda Global 
Ventures (FGV). FPISB also contributes 
towards economic development in 

the vicinity, such as the development 
of spare parts suppliers, vendors, 
contractors and so on. Indirectly 
we have created a lot of career 
opportunities to the local community 
as well. Moreover, FPISB also seek for 
technological improvements, either 
new technology for palm oil industry 
or green technology generated from 
manufacturing activities and sub-
activities from our by-products.

Currently FPISB embarks 
aggressively to find other uses for palm 
by-products through new product 
development and enhancing application 
facilities. These initiatives have been 
successfully achieved through strategic 
collaboration with local and foreign 
universities. The successful projects are 
the Biomass Plant in Sahabat, Lahad 
Datu, and Composting Plants at 6 mills. 
Other projects are bio gas plant, bio-
CNG plant etc.

With a massive 40 years of 
history, what are the stimuli 
for the company’s success in 
today?  

Our success story is directly 
attributed to our forefather’s 
constructive mindset and positive 
spirit. For example, Felda was the 
brainchild of Tun Abdul Razak and it 
is still relevant today. The country’s 
stable political situation, security and 
support of the government coupled 
with good leadership from all parties, 
both from the top management to the 
staff level had ensured the group’s 
stability and prosperity. The key is the 
people and the leadership.

What do you think were 
some of your company’s 
greatest milestones under 
your leadership? 

I joined FPISB as CEO in Year 2014. 
During Year 2015, I strive to achieve 
cost saving through a more effective 
revenue management system by 
introducing the concept of procurement 
through vendor development and 
centralised contracts. BOOT or BOO 
concepts were also being introduced, 
which encompasses the focus from 
service based to revenue generator 
through biomass and by-products. For 
example, a company who submit a 
new business proposal would have to 
invest on their own, while we provide 
them with site and feedstock. Both 
parties will share the revenue. The 
BOO concept is able to minimize the 

risks involved as there is no monetary 
investment from us.   

We are open to new proposals 
through presentations by companies 
who have new ideas in the development 
of technologies that are presented to our 
committee members as special projects. 
This will open up new ideas in technology 
that can generate revenue and could 
improve cost, time and other factors. 
Innovation and creativity is encouraged.

What could be the notable 
challenges that FPISB have 
faced so far? 

One of the notable challenges 
would be the purchasing of fresh 
fruit bunch (FFB). When there is an 
increasing number of competitors’, it 
will decrease the supply of raw material 
to our mills. At the same time, it will 
create a competitive price strategy in 
the purchase of FFB as well. Besides, 
volatility of currency which will affect 
the CPO price would be another 
challenge for us, as we do import some 
spare parts from overseas for our mills.

The increasing operational cost due 
to complying with new environmental 
regulations is also detrimental to 
us. This government regulation has 
set a limit on pollutants from by-
products before being discharged to 
the environment, such as BOD level 
of palm oil mill effluent (POME) or 
particle/emission control. There would 
be requirement to install particle 
emission control in every new palm 
oil mill, while for existing mills the 
deadline to install biopolishing plant 
would be by Year 2019. However, it is 
our responsibility to protect Mother 
Nature from the pollution and we 
ought to perform our best although it 
seems to be challenging and costly.

Any expansion or 
development plans for FPISB 
in the next coming 5 years? 

Currently we are working on mill 
rationalization exercise. FPISB owns 
69 palm oil mills, which consists of big 
and small mills. There are small mills 
with palm oil production capacity of 27 
metric tonnes per hour only, while the 
industry average is 60 metric tonnes per 
hour. Thus, FPISB has outlined a number 
of strategic realignment exercise and 
key initiatives for mill rationalization 
to minimise cost, maximise profit and 
increase the productivity in term of 
Utilization Factor (UF) and Capacity. 

Company background and history:

Felda Palm Industries Sdn Bhd 
(FPISB) was incorporated in Malaysia 
on 14th September 1995. It is formerly 
known as Felda Mills Corporation, 
established in 1st July 1975 under 
section 42 of the Land Development 
Ordinance 1956 as an agency of 
Federal Land Development Authority 
(FELDA). The company core activity is 
processing palm oil fresh fruit bunch 

(FFB) from the Felda Estates, Settlers 
and External Suppliers to produce 
Crude Palm Oil (CPO) and Palm 
Kernel.

FPISB is the largest crude palm 
oil producer with a production of 
more than 3 million tonnes per year 
which is almost 20% of the total 
Malaysia’s production. Currently 
FPISB operates with 69 palm oil mills 
located throughout the country. The 

total milling capacity currently stands 
at 4000 tonnes of FFB per hour or more 
than 20 million tonnes per year. FPISB 
has a total workforce more than 5000 
comprising of engineers, professionals 
and semi-skilled workers and 100% are 
locals. Currently, FPISB own several 
billion Ringgit Malaysia worth of 
assets and subsidiaries under Felda 
Global Ventures (FGV) group.

IN THE HOT SEAT

Dato’ Ir. Jamlus Aziz
CEO of Felda Palm Industries Sdn Bhd (FPISB)
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FPISB is the largest crude 
palm oil producer with a 
production of 2.51million 
tonnes per year, which is 17% 

of the total Malaysia’s production. 
While during Jan-Apr 2016, Malaysia 
palm oil production has been reduced 
about 14% due to El Nino. How would 
this be affecting FPISB as well? 

El Nino is coming to an end now. It 
is a weather phenomenon where we can 
predict but sometimes unpredictable as 
well. El Nino does affect our business, 
where less rain fall has caused a lack of 
water supply to palm oil trees. Palm oil 
plantation requires a lot of rain fall, an 
average of 400L of water per tree per 
day. So during the past few months, 
our palm oil production decreased 
slightly more than 14%, which is the 
average reduced number of Malaysia 
palm oil production. This has reduced 
the volume of FFB that we processed 
at our mills, and therefore the El-Nino 
affecting our bottom line as well.

As we know, FPISB has 
started a renewable energy 
project from POME based 
biogas plants since early 

2007, and even created a history as the 
first developer of commercial scale 
palm-based bio-compressed natural 
gas (bio-CNG) plant in the world. 
Would you like to share with us more 
details about this? 

Initially FPISB has started this 
so called biogas plant in relation to 

opening up options in the palm oil 
mill effluent treatment process. The 
objective of having a biogas plant in 
the mill is mainly for several factors, 
which are: 

i) A biogas plant is part of the 
effluent treatment process; ii) biogas 
plant can reduce greenhouse gas 
emission to the environment; and iii) 
to tap potential revenue on biogas 
utilization. 

On 28th October 2015, the world’s 
first commercial BioCNG Plant 
from palm based feedstock was 
officially launched by the Malaysian 
Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities, who was YB Datuk 
Amar Douglas Uggah Embas. The 
plant which costs around RM7 million 
processes 600 m3/hr of raw biogas, 
sourced from a covered lagoon, to 
produce 400 m3/hr of Bio Compressed 
Natural Gas (BioCNG). The POME raw 
biogas is upgraded from composition 
of 60% Methane (CH4), 35% Carbon 
Dioxide (CO2), and 3000 ppm 
Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) to BioCNG 
or Renewable Natural Gas of  >94% 
Methane (CH4) content. The BioCNG 
is then compressed to 250 bar and 
dispensed into CNG trailers to be sent 
to factories. The first factory to receive 
the BioCNG is OMI Alloy (M) Sdn Bhd, 
where they replace their Medium Fuel 
Oil (MFO) with BioCNG, thus enjoying 
fuel cost savings and reducing carbon 
footprint of the factory. If all these 
BioCNG projects do work out according 

to plan, the palm oil industry could 
be on the road to a much greener and 
more profitable future.

Besides, one of the gas industry 
players has taken a further step to test 
biogas as vehicle fuel and has shown 
positive results. Moving forward, this 
biogas segment will be a potential income 
generator to FPISB if the government 
plans to impose 5% gas from renewable 
source injected to pipeline as adopted by 
some European countries.

Last but not least, is there 
any advice you would like 
to share with fellow palm 
oil industry players to 

pertaining to the current palm oil 
market situation? 

The Palm oil industry is still 
relevant and we must seize the 
opportunity during CPO price 
increases with commitments on quality 
control and increased Oil Extraction 
Rate (OER). Currently Malaysia palm 
oil OER has achieved slightly higher 
than 20%. Meanwhile, OER depends 
on the palm fruits quality and fruits 
handling process. Therefore, it is also 
encouraged to improve the technology 
for palm oil industry, besides 
increasing profitable level, at the same 
time to minimize industry effects to 
the environment. Hoping that private 
companies and universities could carry 
out more research or to innovate more 
technologies which could benefit the 
palm oil industry.
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The Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao 
(ARMM)  said it is pushing 
for sustainable agribusiness 

development through an environment-
friendly land use planning approach.

The ARMM, together with the 
International Finance Corp. of the 
World Bank and the Hineleban 
Foundation, launched May 25 the High 
Carbon Stock Approach (HCSA) for the 
region’s major agribusiness projects.

Lawyer Ishak Mastura, chairman 
of the ARMM’s Regional Board of 
Investment (RBOI) and head of the 
Regional Cabinet Cluster on Economic 
Growth, said the HCSA is an approach  
that would “protect the environment” 
in large-scale agricultural investments 
that use vast agricultural lands.

“The High Carbon Stock Approach 
is about protecting the environment 
when you invest. You see to it that the 
environment is not destroyed when 
you put in big investments like banana 
plantation, palm oil, cacao plantation, 
all kinds of agricultural investments,” 
Mastura said.

The HCSA is part of the 
Bangsamoro Sustainable Framework 
that aims at promoting sustainable 

agricultural investments in ARMM.

In the first quarter of 2016, RBOI-
ARMM registered a P1.3-billion project 
of Gintong Agri Corp., a company 
engaged in oil palm plantation 
development. The region already 
exceeded its target of P900-million 
worth of investments for that period. 
In 2015, the agency registered a total of 
P6.5 billion, the biggest in the history 
of the ARMM.

The RBOI-ARMM approved 
eight major investment projects in 
2015 led by Al-Sahar Agri Ventures 
Inc., a Cavendish banana plantation 
in Maguindanao with a P3.7 billion 
project. It was the largest single 
investment in the history of the ARMM.

Investors, Mastura said, continue to 
put money in the region because of their 
trust in the good governance initiatives 
of the present ARMM administration.

Dr. Urooj Malik, Hineleban 
Foundation chair, said his group is keen 
in partnering with ARMM’s agencies, the 
Philippine Business for Social Progress, 
and other local and international 
nongovernmental organizations, 
among others, in the implementation 
of the HCSA at ‘landscape scale’ for the 
Bangsamoro region.

“This landscape level strategy will 
be implemented via use of the HCSA, a 
methodology that distinguishes forest 
areas for protection from degraded 
lands with low carbon and biodiversity 
values that may be developed,” Malik 
said.

“The methodology aims at ensuring 
a practical, transparent, robust, and 
scientifically credible approach that 
is widely accepted to implement 
commitments to halt deforestation 
while securing the rights and 
livelihood of the Bangsamoro people,” 
Malik added.

Mastura said investors will 
have clearly defined guidelines 
for sustainable and responsible 
agribusiness investment.

Re-elected ARMM Governor Mujiv 
Hataman is supportive of the project 
noting it is a welcome development 
making sure that agribusiness 
investments in the region will help 
propel economic growth as well as 
ensure that there will be enough 
resources and opportunities for the 
Bangsamoro people now and in the 
future.

Source : Mindanao Examiner

Felda Global Ventures Holdings 
Bhd (FGV) said yesterday it will 
cost RM34.5 million over three 
years to obtain Roundtable on 

Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) certification 
for its 70 palm oil mills.

Earlier this month, FGV voluntarily 
withdrew the RSPO certificates of 58 
mills throughout Malaysia, which took 
effect on May 3.

Group president and CEO Datuk 
Zakaria Arshad said yesterday FGV 
has had problems with the RSPO 
certification as some of its smallholders 
do not comply with requirements in 
certain areas such as safety gear, waste 
disposal and handling of chemicals.

He said the withdrawal will enable 
FGV to roll out its sustainable plantation 
practices programme for 102,100 
smallholders, which includes intensive 
training and awareness campaigns on 
certified sustainable palm oil.

“Getting the smallholders to 
understand the importance of global 
market needs is crucial in preparing 
them for a competitive edge against 
uncertified oil,” he told reporters at a 
briefing yesterday.

The programme will take three 
years and FGV will engage certification 
bodies to audit all its 70 (palm oil mill) 
complexes. The 70 complexes will receive 
the RSPO certification in stages and FGV 
targets to get 15 certified this year.

Prior to the withdrawal, about 60% 
of the 102,100 smallholders were already 
certified, forming 35% of the RSPO 
certified smallholders globally.

Zakaria said there are two parts to 
the RSPO certification – environmental 
and social.

“We are very clear on the 
environmental part. Our issue is the 
social part: how to get smallholders to 
comply 100%,” he said, adding that the 
RSPO is a collective certification.

Zakaria said the premium that RSPO 
certification fetches does not cover the 
cost to smallholders. Cost of certification 
is about RM11.5 million annually and 
there is also cost of compliance such as 
providing proper housing and safety 
equipment.

“FGV has always believed the 
smallholders are key in the global 
production of palm oil. However, when 
it comes to certified sustainable palm 
oil (CSPO), the standards sometimes 
marginalise the smallholders.

“Certification is a long, tedious and 
complicated process, which is above 
and beyond the reach of individual 
smallholders,” he added.

Zakaria said RSPO needs to re-
examine its certification process for 
smallholders if they want more of them 
to apply sustainable practices.

He said FGV and its smallholders, 
which make up about 30% of its CPO 
production, should not be penalised 
just because a minority do not meet 
sustainability practices.

On the financial impact of the RSPO 
withdrawal, Zakaria said it is very 
minimal, as trading in normal CPO will 
resume as usual. The impact is less than 
1% on the group’s revenue.

As for long-term contracts, he said 
the impact depends on the terms and 
conditions, and the group has already 
made the necessary arrangements with 
its customers.

“Our CSPO customers in Europe 
and the US will be temporarily affected 
but trading will resume as soon as our 
complexes are re-certified in phases.”

Zakaria denied claims the 
withdrawal was due to FGV’s peat lands 
in Sarawak. “This is not true as we are 
not the ones who developed these HCV 
(high conservation value) peat lands in 
Sarawak.

“The size of peat land in our 
plantation in Sarawak is 209.87ha. This 
plantation was developed in 1987, way 
before the formation of RSPO, and is 
clearly not covered by the standard 
and we can’t go retrospectively on this 
aspect. This has nothing to do with our 
withdrawal,” he said.

Source : The Sun

ARMM PUSHES FOR 
SUSTAINABLE AGRIBUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT APPROACH

FGV: RM34.5M 
 TO GET RSPO CERT 
FOR 70 PALM OIL MILLS
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FROM ENGINEERING
TO CONSTRUCTION
AND MAINTENANCE
OF BIOGAS PLANTS

Sebigas is specialized in the design, 

construction and management of biogas 

power plants. Thanks to a team of 

engineers, biologists, agronomists and 

mechanics, SEBIGAS can supply tailored 

plants, to suit customer requirement and 

make best use of any organic substrate 

in order to achieve the maximum number 

of hours of operation.

Today Sebigas can count over 64 

biogas plants and 59 MW of 

installed poWer, demonstrating to be 

an efficient, tailored, reliable and global 

partner.

VIA SANTA RITA,  14 |  21057 OLGIATE OLONA (VA) 

TEL.  +39 0331 1817 711  |  SALES@SEBIGAS.COM |  WWW.SEBIGAS.COM

 THE Financial Times reports that  
 Norway is moving ever closer to  
 allowing toxic waste to be dumped  
 in pristine wildlife-supporting fjords,  
 as well as opening up new areas of  
 Norway’s natural habitats for fossil  
 fuel development. 

Obviously this is about 
as hypocritical as it 
gets, even Norwegian 
environmentalists are 

calling it so. 

This news may be surprising 
to some: the international media’s 
focus on Norway is normally that 
of an environmental hero: hectoring 
and lecturing developing countries 
on how they must “do better”, 
sponsoring awards and in particular 
how developing countries must forgo 
development, jobs and prosperity, in 
order to better protect the environment. 

The Norway government, however, 
does not stop at mere words. Its vast 
sovereign wealth fund — the largest in 
the world — is wielded as a bullying 
weapon, divesting from companies or 

industries that Norway’s government 
has deemed unsuitable — the same 
government that now plans to dump 
toxic waste into the sea and drill for oil 
under pristine Arctic habitats. 

We’ll come back to why the 
government finds these choices 
necessary, below. 

What does this have to do with 
palm oil? 

Everything. 

The Norwegian government and its 
sovereign wealth fund have declared a 
war against palm oil. 

They have financed a campaign 
in Indonesia to prevent jobs and 
industries from being created 
and they have divested from 
Malaysian palm oil companies 
due to “unacceptable risk of 
severe environmental damage” 
and so on. These actions and 
claims now ring hollow. 

To make matters worse, unlike 
Norway’s source of wealth, palm oil is 
a renewable resource for both food and 
energy. It is the world’s most efficient 
vegetable oil, providing essential 
nutrients to billions around the world, 
including in the poorest countries. 

Palm oil has also been recognised 
by scientific institutions around the 
world as the most land-efficient and 
productive oilseed crop — meaning it 
saves land as less is used in producing 
oils. 

These human and environmental 
benefits are real and it illustrates the 
folly of Norway’s policy against palm 
oil. Let’s take Malaysia’s environmental 
record: in 1992 at the Rio Earth Summit, 
the Malaysian government promised 
to protect a minimum of 50 per cent of 
land as forest area. 

That commitment is still in place. 
The most recent United Nations FAO 
report on Global Forests showed that 
Malaysia’s current forest protection 
regime — safeguarding forest area of 
over 67 per cent — is an example to the 
world. 

So why does the Norwegian 

NORWAY 
TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES: 
 DO AS I SAY, NOT AS I DO 

government tell developing countries 
like Malaysia do as I say and not as I 
do? 

Here’s a possible reason: the Krone 
has lost significant value and the 
Norwegian oil industry is “in a crisis”, 
according to Bente Nyland, director 
general of the Norwegian Petroleum 
Directorate. 

This sums it up. The Norwegian 
economy is a fossil fuel economy, and 
it is dying. 

It’s no wonder the oil industry is 
looking for new fields to pump dry, 
and for new places to dump their toxic 
waste. 

One would think this new reality 
that is setting in across Norway 
following the American shale boom 
would provide a lesson in humility to 
the Norwegian government. 

Unfortunately, it probably won’t. 
So, in the meantime, a quick lesson in 
how the world really works. 

Economic development is a 
right for Malaysians just as it is 
for Norwegians, and that includes 
Malaysia’s conversion of forests for 
agricultural purposes like palm oil. 

Now that Norway’s environmental 
hypocrisy is clear for all to see, things 
have to change. The unjustified 
Norwegian campaign against palm 
oil needs to end, in the interests of 
all involved. Malaysian small palm 
oil farmers would be free to develop 
their land, as is their right, without 
fear of Norwegian bullying and the 
Norwegians themselves will have more 
time to focus on their own country’s 
environmental problems, rather than 
interfering abroad. 

It’s time to end the campaign.

Source : New Straits Times Online
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UK- BA SED company 
Geotechnical Instruments 
Ltd is targeting revenue 
growth of 20% in Malaysia, 

driven by opportunities arising from 
the use of palm oil waste as a renewable 
energy (RE) source.

The company, a leading supplier and 
manufacturer of portable and fixed gas 
analysers with presence in 66 countries 
across the world, says renewable 
energy makes up 5.5% of the country’s 
total energy production in 2015, with 
ambitious targets to increase this to 
7.8% by 2020; all of which presents 
growth opportunities to Geotech, which 
has been supplying its products to the 
region for the past 10 years.

To-date, it has worked with 
anaerobic digestion (AD) plant 
operators in the manufacturing and 
agricultural sectors by providing 
monitoring equipment and support 
services for biogas analysis and 
production, a key component in the 
production of renewable energy.

At a media briefing held in 
conjunction with the Asia Pacific Biogas 
Forum 2016 in Kuala Lumpur, Geotech 
managing director Steve Billingham 
said, “Malaysia has amazing potential 
for the development of biogas and 
biomass as alternative and renewable 
sources of energy, thanks to its 
extensive tropical rainforests and large 
palm oil plantation base, which covers 
over 15% of the country’s land mass.”

In addition, Malaysia has put in 
place various initiatives, such as the 
National Renewable Energy Policy 
and Action Plan 2009 and the National 
Biomass Strategy 2020.

A total of 113 palm oil mills were 
identified in 2015 to generate electricity 
from biogas.

Out of this, 12 are connected to the 
national power grid network while 
79 others are in the process of being 
connected.

“Over the past few years, we have 
seen an increased interest by landfill 
and palm oil plantation operators in 
Malaysia to move towards greater 
renewable energy production through 
AD systems; which can turn food 
and palm waste into biomethane, a 
renewable energy source that could 
reduce Malaysia’s heavy reliance on 
natural gas,” said Billingham.

“We are excited to share our 
experience and success in helping plant 
operators optimise their AD processes 
and boost energy production targets 
with industry players in Malaysia and 
South-East Asia,” he added.

Geotech is looking to expand 
its presence to landfill and palm oil 
plantation operators in Malaysia 
by going beyond the supply of gas 
analysers and monitoring equipment to 
enhancing its after sale service offerings, 
which include educational content, 

webinars and skills development 
programmes for local customers.

Geotech leads the biogas monitoring 
equipment market in Malaysia with 
50% of market share, thanks to the 
popularity of its portable gas monitoring 
equipment, BIOGAS 5000.

It also plans to boost its growth in 
the region with the introduction of the 
GA3000 PLUS, its flagship fixed gas 
analyser.

The company operates via a 
distributor model, collaborating with 
local partner, EnviroEquip, in order to 
supply its products to a wide range of 
customers and industries in the country.

EnviroEquip founder Joseph Brani 
said, “Our Malaysian customers have 
always held Geotech’s monitoring 
equipment in good stead, thanks to 
its excellent quality, reputation and 
certification standards.

“Moving forward, we are excited 
about Geotech’s plans to increase 
its after-sale support and services 
that will empower customers with 
greater knowledge in managing their 
monitoring equipment.

“Through these efforts, we are 
certain that Geotech analysers will 
remain the product of choice for our 
Malaysian customers.”

Source : The Star

UK FIRM SEES HIGHER 
REVENUE IN RENEWABLE 
 ENERGY SOURCE 

GREEN  SOLUTION44 We’ve found 
the perfect spot 
to grow the 
future.

That’s right, the Earth. Our 
interests in agri-business currently 
span across more than 10 
countries while opportunities for 
further expansion continue to 
knock at our door. And keen to 
keep the planet green, we always 
take care to innovate and 
cultivate responsibly.

For more info, visit feldaglobal.com

Ingenuity Incorporatedfeldaglobal.com
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Kuala Lumpur, 26 May 2016 
– Geotechnical Instruments 
Ltd. (Geotech) is enhancing 
its focus and investment 

in Malaysia and South East Asia by 
empowering industry players in 
the renewable energy sector in the 
region. The United Kingdom-based 
manufacturer of biogas analysers is 
targeting revenue growth of 20% in 
Malaysia, driven by opportunities 
arising from the use of palm oil waste 
as a renewable energy source.

Malaysia’s renewable energy 
makes up 5.5 percent of its total energy 
production in 2015, with ambitious 
targets to increase this to 7.8 percent 
by 2020. To this effect, Malaysia has 
put various initiatives in place, such as 
the National Renewable Energy Policy 
and Action Plan 2009 and the National 
Biomass Strategy 2020. In addition, 113 

palm oil mills were identified in 2015 to 
generate electricity from biogas. Out of 
the total, 12 are connected to the national 
power grid network while 79 others are 
in the process of being connected.

Geotech, a leading supplier and 
manufacturer of portable and fixed gas 
analysers with presence in 66 countries 
across the world, has been supplying 
its products to the region for the past 
ten years. To date, it has worked 
with anaerobic digestion* (AD) plant 
operators in the manufacturing and 
agricultural sectors by providing 
monitoring equipment and support 
services for biogas analysis and 
production, a key component in the 
production of renewable energy. 

Speaking at a media briefing held 
in conjunction with the Asia Pacific 
Biogas Forum 2016 in Kuala Lumpur, 

Steve Billingham, Managing Director of 
Geotech said, “Malaysia has amazing 
potential for the development of biogas 
and biomass as alternative and renewable 
sources of energy thanks to its extensive 
tropical rainforests and large palm oil 
plantation base, which covers over 15 
percent of the country’s land mass.”

“Over the past few years, we have 
seen an increased interest by landfill 
and palm oil plantation operators in 
Malaysia to move towards greater 
renewable energy production through 
AD systems; which can turn food 
and palm waste into biomethane, a 
renewable energy source that could 

reduce Malaysia’s heavy reliance on natural gas. We are 
excited to share our experience and success in helping 
plant operators optimise their AD processes and boost 
energy production targets with industry players in 
Malaysia and South East Asia,” Steve added.

Moving forward, Geotech is looking to expand its 
presence to landfill and palm oil plantation operators in 
Malaysia by going beyond the supply of gas analysers and 
monitoring equipment to enhancing its after sale service 
offerings, which include educational content, webinars 
and skills development programmes for local customers. 

Geotech leads the biogas monitoring equipment 
market in Malaysia with 50 percent of the market share, 
thanks to the popularity of its portable gas monitoring 
equipment, BIOGAS 5000. It also plans to boost its growth 
in the region with the introduction of the GA3000 PLUS, 
its flagship fixed gas analyser. The company operates 
via a distributor model, collaborating with local partner, 
EnviroEquip, in order to supply its products to a wide 
range of customers and industries in the country. 

Joseph Brani, Founder of EnviroEquip added, “Our 
Malaysian customers have always held Geotech’s 
monitoring equipment in good stead, thanks to its 
excellent quality, reputation and certification standards. 
Moving forward, we are excited about Geotech’s plans 
to increase its after sale support and services that will 
empower customers with greater knowledge in managing 
their monitoring equipment. Through these efforts, we 
are certain that Geotech analysers will remain the product 
of choice for our Malaysian customers.”

GEOTECH EYES 
GREATER MARKET 
POTENTIAL IN MALAYSIA’S 
RENEWABLE ENERGY

ABOUT ENVIROEQUIP 

EnviroEquip Sales & Rentals (M) Sdn Bhd (EnviroEquip) was 
incorporated in 2003 to service the environmental industry throughout 
the Asia region. Since then it has grown to supply quality equipment to 
the oil and gas industry as well as the water and wastewater industries. 

EnviroEquip provides the installation of groundwater, soil and gas 
monitoring devices. It also offers product training and professional 
services in soil, groundwater, gas sampling and monitoring. It has 
project experience in the oil and gas, palm mills, biogas plants, water-
treatment, manufacturing, and semi-conductors sectors in Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines.

ABOUT GEOTECH  

Geotechnical Instruments Ltd (Geotech) is the leading manufacturer 
and supplier of portable and fixed gas analysers. Geotech’s products are 
used in a wide range of industries. With a vast network of established 
international distributors, Geotech is able to supply and support its 
customers in 66 countries throughout the world.

Geotech has invested heavily in research and development and in 
keeping its UK and international certifications current. These include 
ATEX, UKAS 17025, ISO 9001, IECEx.

For more information please visit www.geotechuk.com 

Steve Billingham, 
Managing Director 
of Geotech (left) and 
Joseph  Brani, Founder 
of EnviroEquip 
(right) showcasing the 
BIOGAS5000

Geotech ATEX certified GA3000 PLUS 
provides landfill and biogas users field-
proven robust gas analysis technology.

Steve Billingham, Managing Director of 
Geotech

»

»

»

The Geotech BIOGAS5000 is a 
portable gas monitor for accurate 
gas  monitoring within biogas 
applications

»

 LEADING UK MANUFACTURER OF BIOGAS ANALYSERS FOCUSES ON  
 NATION’S PALM OIL AND LANDFILL SECTORS 
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What’s in the name?

The word “Green”, in today’s 
context, is no longer just 
associated with a colour.  
Today, “Green” is almost 

synonymous with being ecologically 
and environmentally-friendly in using 
and conserving energy.  “Green” is the 
in word.

The word “Warriors”, by definition, 
means brave and experienced soldiers, 
fighters or combatants, who have 
successfully overcome obstacles in their 
way.  “Warriors” would perhaps evoke 
thoughts of super-heroes infused with 
some kind of super-human powers and 
abilities to repel the evil.

When we put the two words 
together, Green Warriors would 
be a group of people who have 
fought or are fighting bravely for an 
environmentally-friendly way of life, 
be it in reducing fossil-fuel utilization, 
producing energy needs by renewable 
methods, or simply trying to reduce 
energy consumption.  

They are the people propagating 
the utilisation of solar energy.  They are 

the proponents of harnessing wind and 
tidal energy.  They are the ones who 
turn solid and liquid organic wastes 
to energy.  They are the innovators, 
engineers, managers and technicians 
of today, inventing new ways and 
implementing new strategies to wean 
us from fossil fuel-based energy to 
renewable energy.  

They are changing the world one 
day at a time, destroying methane one 
molecule at a time, stopping global 
warming by using one less drop of 
fossil-fuel at a time, and transforming 
waste into renewable energy one 
kilowatt at a time.  

They exist in every part of the 
world, finding for ways to harness the 
renewable resources that are readily 
available in their own backyard.  
Where sunlight is plentiful, they put 
up solar panels.  Where winds are 
prevalent, they install wind farms.  
Where organic wastes are plentiful, 
they convert them into gaseous fuels 
for power generation.

They are the Green Warriors – the 
often unsung and unseen heroes of 
today, doing their part to help make 

this world a better place, for now and 
for tomorrow.

Can all the Green Warriors in Malaysia 
please stand up?

So where can we find the Green 
Warriors in Malaysia?  

That Malaysia has plenty of sunlight 
– that’s a given.  Thus, solar panels are 
being affixed to household, school and 
factory rooftops, and dedicated solar 
farms are popping up in many places.  
We have lots of rain, too, hence many 
rivers which crisscross our landscape, 
providing the basis for plans to build 
mini-hydro power plants.  We don’t 
have much strong consistent winds 
like in some other places, so perhaps 
there is not much chance of seeing 
wind farms on our shores. 

And then there’s palm oil.  Plenty 
of palm oil.

Almost anywhere in Malaysia, 
we cannot cast our eyes downwards 
whilst travelling in an airplane without 
seeing vast swathes of land being 
planted with this precious commodity.  
Palm oil is here to stay.  CNN recently 

featured an article on their website 
entitled, “The vegetable oil that fuels a 
USD50b industry” (http://edition.cnn.
com/2016/05/18/africa/palm-oil-
liberia-africa/index.html), which goes 
on to say that the palm oil industry is 
not going to go away any time soon.  

Can the palm oil industry be the basis 
for Green Warriors then?  

Shot in the arm or arm-twisting?

Well, the palm oil industry itself is 
not lacking in incentives, motivation 
and opportunities to create Green 
Warriors in their midst.  Rightly 
or wrongly, the industry is already 
being disparaged by some quarters, 

with some even having gone so far 
as to claim that palm oil is dirty oil.  
There is much to be done to clean up 
the bad press that the industry gets, 
and that itself should galvanise the 
stakeholders in the palm oil business to 
encourage Green Warriors to seek for 
opportunities in the industry.

For example, the solid waste 
(biomass) from the palm oil milling 
operations in Malaysia alone would 
have the potential to provide fuel for 
more than 500MW/h of electricity 
consistently.  And if one biomass power 
plant averages 10MW/h in size, there 
would be at least 50 such renewable 
power plants creating more than 1,000 
Green Warriors within the palm oil 
industry!

Of course, much more can be done 
with the palm oil biomass, which 
would otherwise end up in landfills 
or left to decompose on its own in 
the fields, compounding its own bad 
press.  There have been some attempts 
to convert the biomass into usable 
products and commodities such as 
long fibre for mattress filling, fuel 
pellets and even into paper.  Are there 
any Green Warriors willing to take up 
the challenge and find other ways to 
reuse the palm oil biomass?

Also from the palm oil milling 
operations, the extraction of oil from 
the palm fruit produces wastewater 
commonly known as POME – palm 
oil mill effluent.  POME is laden 
with organic materials, which when 
decomposed, will produce potent 

heat-trapping biogas, made 
up mostly of methane and 
carbon dioxide.  Methane 
is a usable and renewable 
resource, which after 
treatment, can be used to 
generate electrical power.  

Much has been publicised 
about the potential energy of 
biogas, and some degree of 
success has been achieved 
by some Green Warriors 
to commercialize biogas 
power plants and selling the 
electricity generated under 
the Feed-in-Tariif (FiT) 
program.  There are so many 
more growth potentials as 
well, such as compressed 
biogas (CBG) which hasn’t 
even really taken off the 
ground yet.  Again, are there 
any Green Warriors who are 
up to this task?

By having more such innovative 
solutions to the biomass waste and 
POME issues in the palm oil mill, the 
industry as a whole stands to gain more 
than just the potential residual revenue 
derived from the wastes.  It would go a 
long way to make the industry greener, 
create more jobs and hence, Green 
Warriors, and help the country achieve 
its targets to reduce carbon emissions.

So what seems to be the issue?

Why then are there seemingly so 
few Green Warriors in the palm oil 
industry?   

Let’s take a sneak peek on where the 
Green Warriors stand today and focus 
purely on biogas-to-power FiT projects 
from palm oil mills only (omitting 
landfill FiT projects and biogas from 
other wastewater sources).

The government, through its 
agencies such as the Sustainable Energy 
Development Authority (SEDA) and 
Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB), 
has been doing its best to remove as 
many barriers as possible to encourage 
the growth of the renewable energy 
sector.  The big increase in the FiT rates 
effective from April 2014 for the biogas 
sectors, for example, has turned many 
previously non-viable biogas-to-power 
projects into profitable ventures.

Those palm oil mills with smaller 
processing capacities which can generate 
just 1MW/h have become commercially 

THE GREEN 
WARRIORS
OF TODAY

GREEN  SOLUTION



51

ASIA PALM OIL MAGAZINE | July - September 2016  July - September 2016 | ASIA PALM OIL MAGAZINE 

50

viable with the FiT rate increase.  Those 
mills located in slightly remote areas, 
which would require higher capital 
expenses to transmit the produced 
electrical power, can also become viable 
with the right implementation.  The 
base rate and the subsequent bonuses 
therein are indeed causes for rejoicing 
for the Green Warriors.

The technology for biogas-to-
power projects is also reasonably 
matured, and several FiT projects have 
already been successfully connected 
to the national grid.  The technology 
today has improved by leaps and 
bounds since the very first bio-digester 
in Malaysia over 20 years ago, and 
the capital costs are also reasonably 
lower now, especially with the highly 
successful implementation of the 
lagoon-type bio-digesters.

A quick glance at the Feed-in-
Tariff Approval Holders’ (FiAH) 
listing of biogas-to-power projects on 
SEDA’s website (www.seda.gov.my) 
shows that there are more than 40 
such projects listed, i.e. have obtained 
the quota from SEDA.  However, 
only a handful of these projects are 
generating income today, while some 
are in the construction phase.  But, 
the majority of these projects are still 
lagging behind.

No plain sailing…

It would seem, therefore, that there 
are still hurdles for the would-be Green 
Warriors to cross before the biogas-to-
power projects in the palm oil industry 

can be established.  In terms of MW/h 
renewable energy production, solar 
is far and away ahead of biogas, even 
though there are over 450 palm oil mills 
in Malaysia, each with a certain degree 
of potential in biogas-to-power projects.  

Sarawak, which accounts for more 
than 70 palm oil mills, for instance, 
is not under SEDA’s purview and 
hence, is excluded from the FiT 
program.  Therefore, the potential 
electrical power from biogas cannot 
be harnessed, and these projects are 
dormant for now, and until some form 
of usage for the biogas can be derived, 
there won’t be many Green Warriors at 
the present moment.  

Palm oil mills are also generally 
located away from population areas, 
thus connectivity to the national 
electricity grid would be limited.  And 
even though some of the palm oil 
mills are located well within reach of 
the grid, these proposed projects still 
cannot proceed if there is insufficient 
trough load in the surrounding 
vicinity.  

Several other proposed projects 
have been hampered by high fault 
levels at the proposed injection sub-
station, whereby all the sub-stations 
along the same line would need to be 
upgraded before the biogas-to-power 
projects can proceed, which will come 
with a very high cost, if at all TNB 
would permit to do so.

But perhaps the biggest roadblock 
of all for the Green Warriors in 

the biogas-to-power sector, is the 
difficulty in securing financing for 
such projects. The financing world, 
whether the commercial bankers or 
the investment fraternities, are by 
and large still very sceptical about 
the commercial viability of these 
projects.  

Even though there are incentives 
such as those offered under the Green 
Tech Financing Scheme (GTFS), 
whereby the government through 
Credit Guarantee Corporation (CGC) 
would guarantee 60% of the project 
loan, the local bankers are still averse 
to the risks associated with biogas-to-
power projects.

For several years already, many 
biogas forums, exhibitions, roadshows 
and events have been organized at 
various locations all over Malaysia 
and Indonesia, and they have attracted 
almost no representatives from the 
financing industry.  There is perhaps 
insufficient engagement between the 
stakeholders of the biogas-to-power 
projects with the financiers. 

The local commercial banks are not 
convinced, while the various groups 
of Green Warriors behind the biogas-
to-power projects are fragmented 
at best, and are at present working 
very independently of each other.  
Without hard evidence of the critical 
data to back the financial models of 
these projects, the bankers are wont 
to stick their necks out for a business 
model which they have limited 
understanding about.

Hunting line
Chan: +6012 - 388 7929 (chansk@glt.my)
Raymond: +6017 - 200 2779 (raymond@glt.my)
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And without the right platform to 
bridge the chasms between the Green 
Warriors and the bankers (perhaps 
with assistance from MPOB and/or 
SEDA), this gap will continue to exist, 
and biogas-to-power projects may 
continue to be shelved or postponed 
until funds are made available.

Is there light at the end of this tunnel?

The Green Warriors in the biogas-
to-power industry, if they are to live 
up to their definition of being brave 
in overcoming obstacles in their way, 
have got their work cut out for them in 
trying to raise sufficient funds and at a 
reasonable interest rate.  

The Green Warriors would have 
to look for other means of financing, 
and they will need to be creative to 
look for other non-traditional methods 
of funding, either through Initial 
Public Offerings (IPO), Investment 
Fund houses, crowdfunding or other 
methods.  The cost of raising the funds 
must not be prohibitive either, or else 
the fund-raising exercise would fail to 
meet its intended purposes.

One recent success in carrying 
out an IPO in London is testimony 
that this can be done.  There are also 
international funds, which would very 
much like to have some renewable 
energy projects in their investment 
strategy, and these funds are looking 
for biogas-to-power projects to boost 
that portfolio.  

Crowdfunding is relatively new in 
Malaysia, with at least one group of 
Green Warriors exploring this method 
of fundraising for its secured projects.  
The roadshows and business talks that 
will be carried out may open doors for 
other investment institutions to see the 
biogas-to-power projects as a viable 
business model.

The Green Warriors are working 
very hard in the background to bring 
these projects to fruition, and they seek 
like-minded palm oil millers to work 
alongside them.

 EXISTING AND THRIVING  
 TOGETHER 

The palm oil industry can and 
must do something about the biogas 

emissions.  One day soon, this will be 
made mandatory.  The palm oil millers 
can either choose to carry out these 
biogas projects on their own and birth 
their own Green Warriors from within, 
or outsource the projects to Green 
Warriors from the outside.

Many of the Green Warriors in 
the biogas-to-power from the palm 
oil sectors are battle-hardened, and 
they have already accumulated the 
required skill sets and experience 
to run the projects efficiently.  They 
have demonstrated their abilities in 
implementing these projects, so that 
the palm oil millers can focus their 
attention on the milling operations.

And now with the creative methods 
of fundraising becoming more available 
for such biogas-to-power projects, the 
palm oil millers can create a symbiotic 
and valuable partnership with the team 
of dedicated biogas-to-power Green 
Warriors for mutual benefits.

The Green Warriors are ready…

by Raymond Cheah, COO of Green Lagoon Technology 
Sdn Bhd
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KUALA LUMPUR, June 21: 
Green Lagoon Technology 
Sdn Bhd (“GLT”), a one-stop 
solutions provider that turns 

palm oil mill effluent (POME)  into 
renewable energy launches its equity 
crowdfunding offer on CrowdPlus.asia. 
This is the first green tech company in 
ASEAN to raise funds through an equity 
crowdfunding platform. The launch was 
held at the headquarters of Malaysian 
Bioeconomy Development Corporation 
(Bioeconomy Corporation, formerly 
known as Malaysian Biotechnology 
Corporation) in Kuala Lumpur.  

GLT specializes in biogas trapping, 
harvesting, storage, treatment and 
utilization. In doing so, GLT is helping 
the palm oil mills to manage their 
biogas emissions and to optimize their 
wastewater to generate renewable income 
streams for the palm oil mills and also to 
help in carbon reduction monitoring.

GLT provides consultancy, 
engineering and construction services, 
and also Build-Own-Operate-Transfer or 
BOOT, and turnkey solutions for palm 
oil millers. The company has a proven 

track record of having completed more 
than 10 biogas projects.

GLT is looking to raise up to 
RM800,000 which translates to a stake of 
6.5% for the purpose of exercising its call 
option in 2 existing 1MW biogas plants 
located in Pahang to 40% each. The 
company has a post-money valuation of 
RM12.2 million (assuming RM800,000 is 
raised) and this is based on a PE multiple 
of 4.5 on the forecast NPAT of FY2016.

The shares offered shall be in the form 
of cumulative convertible preference 
shares which has a fixed dividend of 
6% p.a. for 3 years and there will be a 
mandatory conversion to ordinary shares 
in the event of an IPO exercise or at the 
end of the 3rd year, whichever is earlier.

Bryan Chung, COO of CrowdPlus.
asia said this was a historic moment, 
not just for the equity crowdfunding 
fledgling market but for the green 
technology space as well.

“We are indeed grateful for the 
partnership we had with Bioeconomy 
Corporation which gave us the 

opportunity to bring ECF education to 
their companies resulting in GLT raising 
funds through equity crowdfunding. 
This offer demonstrates equity 
crowdfunding is suitable – not only for 
tech companies, but for SMEs as well in 
niche sectors such as renewable energy.

We remain steadfast in our 
evaluation and curation methodologies 
which are derived from over 15 years of 
venture capital experience to ensure only 
quality companies are published on our 
platform. The fact that GLT now is on the 
platform is a reflection of their strength 
and immense potential in the area of 
green technology.”

Chan Sow Keong, the CEO of 
GLT commented that whilst they had 
other funding options, they selected 
equity crowdfunding as it offered 
them the benefits of completing the 
funding exercise faster, lower costs and 
better exposure – not just locally but 
internationally as well.

“There was skepticism at first of 
whether equity crowdfunding works but 
when we understood the process and 

long-term strategy of CrowdPlus.asia 
in relation to fundraising via an online 
platform, we were convinced this was the 
way to go. We also wanted to promote 
green technology to a wider audience 
as we believe there are tremendous 
commercial opportunities and through 
investment in GLT, one is also playing 
their part in combating climate change.

“In the pipeline, we have secured 
projects in Pahang and Kedah which 
will require future funding. We have 
plans for the development of micro 
biogas plants, an integrated biogas 
production facility, and production of 
compressed natural gas. We are excited 
about the future of green technology 
and the opportunity to participate in 
our growth is now open to everyone.”

Dato’ Dr Mohd Nazlee Kamal, 
the CEO of Bioeconomy Corporation 
said that the organisation is proud 
to be a supporting partner for the 
groundbreaking occasion, which can 
open up new horizons for the bio-based 
industry in Malaysia.

“The collaboration with CrowdPlus.
Asia today marks another novel strategy 
in Bioeconomy Corporation’s efforts to 
create a robust funding environment for 
the growth of our bio-based companies. 
Besides providing great opportunities 
in capital flows, the crowdfunding 
platform can help early-stage companies 
like GLT to gain visibility, increase 
their portfolio of clients, validate their 
business, and attract future investments 
in order to advance and expand their 
business growth.

“A dynamic funding mechanism 
like crowdfunding can help bio-based 
companies to leapfrog from being 

homegrown entities to becoming global 
champions. This is one of our main 
targets during the final phase of the 
National Biotechnology Policy (NBP), 
Going Global from 2016 to 2020, where 
we aspire to create at least 20 global bio-
based companies. I hope today’s event 
will inspire other bio-based companies in 
Malaysia to follow suit and subsequently 
strengthen the growth of local start-ups 
in the bio-based industry.”    

For those who are seeking funding or 
interested to become an investor, please 
visit www.crowdplus.asia for more 
information.

About CrowdPlus.asia:

CrowdPlus.asia is an equity 
crowdfunding platform backed by 
Netrove Ventures Group, a regional tech-
based venture capital firm and Propellar 
Corporation Ltd, an equity crowdfunding 
operator based out of Hong Kong.

Leveraging on a tried and tested deal 
sourcing and selection process that will 
enhance the quality of deals presented 
to the crowd for equity funding, our 
platform also launches our unique “QMI” 
feature that will bring to play qualified 
mentors and investors across the region 
to achieve greater value creation and 
enhance success for companies funded 
through CrowdPlus.asia.

Using Malaysia as the equity 
crowdfunding hub for ASEAN, 
CrowdPlus.asia will collaborate with 
various government agencies in Malaysia 
and the region and tap into various 
early-stage incubators and investing 
networking groups across the region to 
build an ecosystem for entrepreneurs to 
be mixing with the “right crowd”.

About Bioeconomy Corporation 
(formerly known as BiotechCorp)

Bioeconomy Corporation is the 
leading bio-based economic development 
agency under the purview of Ministry 
of Science, Technology and Innovation 
(MOSTI), providing support, facilitation 
and advisory services for bio-based and 
life sciences companies in Malaysia. 

Bioeconomy Corporation has 
been facilitating the development of 
BioNexus Status companies in Malaysia. 
BioNexus Status is an accreditation 
given to international and Malaysian 
bio-based companies that qualify 
them for fiscal incentives, grants and 
guarantees administered by Bioeconomy 
Corporation. For further details, visit 
www.biotechcorp.com.my.

Bioeconomy Transformation 
Programme (BTP) is a platform 
provided by the Malaysian government 
for the private sector to channel and 
maximise commercial opportunities in 
bio-based industries. 

The BTP is designed as a 
Transformation Programme based on 
biotechnology’s potential to cut across 
various industries and transform 
Malaysia into a high income, inclusive 
and sustainable nation. 

Through the BTP, Bioeconomy 
will benefit the society and nation 
through breakthroughs in agricultural 
productivity, discoveries in healthcare 
and the adoption of sustainable 
industrial processes, having the effect 
of both enriching our society and nation 
through wealth creation besides securing 
our future. For further information, visit 
www.bioeconomy.my.

ASEAN’S FIRST GREEN TECHNOLOGY 
EQUITY CROWDFUNDING OFFER GOES 
LIVE ON CrowdPlus.asia 

GREEN  SOLUTION

During Green Lagoon Technology’s Equity Crowdfunding Offering press conference. From left: Mr. Bryan 
Chong, COO of Propellar Crowdplus Sdn Bhd; Mr. Raymond Cheah, COO of GLT Sdn Bhd; Mr. Chan Sow 
Keong, CEO of GLT Sdn Bhd; Mr. Syed Agil Syed Hashim, CFO of Biotech Corp; Mr. Zainal Azman Abu 
Kassim, Senior Vice President Business Development & Investment (BioIndustrial) of Biotech Corp.

»

Directors of Green Lagoon Technology. 
From left: Mr. How Yoon For, Director; 
Mr. Raymond Cheah, COO; Mr. Cheh 
Koon Chee, CTO; Mr. Chan Sow Keong, 
CEO and Mr. Choong Wee Keong, 
Director.

»
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HAUS Centrifuge 
Technologies provides 
decanter centrifuges, Disc 
stack separators (clarifiers) 

for Palm Oil Industries and auxiliary 
equipments for environmental, 
food and a wide range of industrial 
applications as well.  HAUS has the 
ability to manufacture 350 decanters 
and 150 separators per year with 
385 employees based in a 32.000m2 
manufacturing facility; the company 
has also achieved many reputable ISO 
quality certifications. 

As a global brand, HAUS has 
participated in leading events such as 
PIPOC 2015 in Kuala Lumpur, PALMEX 
2016 in Medan, which are the region’s 
leading Palm Oil Industry events. At 
HAUS booth during the expo, visitors 
were able to discover new generation 
centrifuge decanters and seperators 
especially for the  Palm Oil industry. 
Other Industrial applications such for 
edible oils , food & beverage processing,  
waste water and potable water 
treatment plants were also showcased 
during the event. 

HAUS Centrifuge Technologies 
has perfectly designed the new series 3 
phase oil processing decanters which 
provides higher efficiency, lower energy 
consumption, in higher capacities. 
HAUS decanter achieves excellent cake 
quality , having oil loss rates between 
0.9 - 2.5% in wet basis and  5 - 10% in 
dry basis, on sample and 0.30% - 0.40% 
oil loss comparing Total FFB.  Another 
advantage is achieving good quality 
light (oil) phase with lower than 0.5% 
moisture content.  These excellent results 
has been achieved even in very tough oil 
sludge of non-dilution process having 
inlet contents of 30-35% oil and 35-45% 
NOS which are very extreme conditions 
comparing with standard Palm Oil Mills. 
HAUS Decanter control systems allow 
efficient product processing by setting of 
the smart PLC program of “Dual Drive” 
system which provides the controlling 
and adjusting of many option settings 
such as varying the bowl speed and 
providing the necessary G-Force, varying 
the conveyor (scroll) speed (differential 
speed), varying the pond depth in the 
bowl for the best quality oil. HAUS 
ensures maximum oil yield (oil capture), 

excellent oil quality, performance over 
price ratio, continuous and problem free 
operation, compact and special design 
for Palm Oil application, continuous 
service and spare part service, wide feed 
range from 1m3/h up to 250m3/h of 
capacity machines.

HAUS product innovations that can 
be used in Palm Oil Production Plants, are 
still going on by with our new Research 
and Development studies on Palm Oil 
Mill Effluent (POME) Treatment, for extra 
oil extraction and recovery. BIO-HAUS 
Fast Fermentation Systems of organic 
substances which 20-22 T/D capacity 
reactor speeds up and complete the 
fermentation in only about 24 hours to 
produce quick fertilizer and animal feed.

After establishing HAUS EUROPE 
B.V. in 2012, HAUS subsidiaries continue 
by extending to the South East Asia 
region, by HAUS SEA in Kuala Lumpur, 
with ongoing projects in Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Philippines, 
Thailand and Brunei, along with agents 
in North Africa, South & Latin America, 
and North America continents.

HAUS CENTRIFUGE TECHNOLOGIES 
IN THE PALM OIL INDUSTRY
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WARNING NOTICE 
Notification of Patented Rights on an Apparatus for  

Sterilizing Oil Palm Fruit 
 
THE TRADE AND PUBLIC are hereby informed that MINSEC ENGINEERING SERVICES SDN. BHD. 
(149833-M)(“MINSEC”) is the owner of Malaysian Patent No. MY-150040-A and Thailand Patent No. TH 
43656 (“said MY and TH patents”) in respect of an apparatus for sterilizing oil palm fruit entitled: Apparatus 
for Use in Oil Palm Extraction. The said apparatus for sterilizing oil palm fruit is illustrated in the Figure 1 of 
the said MY and TH patents as following: 

 
MINSEC is committed to enforce its Intellectual Property Rights in Malaysia and Thailand; and will not tolerate 
any infringement on the said MY and TH patents. MINSEC will enforce in full spectrum of the Intellectual 
Property Rights conferred to the said MY and TH patents. 
 
TAKE NOTICE that MINSEC will institute legal proceedings, which may include raids on premises and/or 
obtaining injunction orders against any party involved in the exploitation of the patented apparatus for 
sterilizing oil palm fruit covered under the said MY and TH patents. 
 
Any questions regarding the Intellectual Property Rights of MINSEC on the said MY and TH patents shall be 
directed to MINSEC’s Patent Agent: 
 

MIRANDAH ASIA (MALAYSIA) SDN. BHD. 
Suite 3B-19-3, Level 19, Block 3B, Plaza Sentral 

Jalan Stesen Sentral 5, 50470 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA 
Tel: +60 3 2278 8686  Fax: +60 3 22746677 
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A general argument often 
endorsed in the media 
suggests that intake of  
 any saturated fat should be 

reduced due to potential links to high 
risks of coronary heart disease (CHD). 

In an interview with Global Oils & 
Fats Business Magazine, University of 
Cambridge, United Kingdom, Global 
Cardiovascular Health senior research 
associate Dr Rajiv Chowdhury discusses 
his latest findings on saturated fats and 
cardiovascular disease, and the new 
debate on fats and nutrition.

He explains his views on these 
broad assumptions that were based on 
somewhat inconsistent evidence.

He also expresses the need for public 
health practitioners to better inform 
consumers about the significant health 
risks associated with consuming trans fats.

Your study, published in the Annals 
of Internal Medicine, generated a 
lot of interest. Can you explain the 
findings of the study?

Our meta-analysis, published in 
March 2014, investigated how fatty 
acids consumption or circulating 
composition might be related to future 
risk of CHD.

In our analyses, we included 
estimates from observational studies 
that measured “total” fatty acids 
from dietary intake; observational 
biomarkers studies that looked at 
“individual” fatty acid subtypes; and 
randomised controlled trials of fatty 
acid supplementation.

Taken together, this quantitative 
review combined data from 72 
unique studies involving over 600,000 
participants from approximately 20 
countries.

First, we considered results on 
dietary total fatty acid intake from 
32 prospective studies (with 512,420 
participants).

We found essentially nil associations 
for total saturated, monounsaturated 
and omega-6 polyunsaturated fatty 
acids with CHD, whereas intake of 
long-chain omega-3 polyunsaturated 
fatty acids was associated with lower 
CHD risk, and intake of trans fatty 
acids was associated with higher CHD 
risk.

Second, we considered results 
on individual circulating fatty 
acid subtypes from 17 prospective 
biomarker studies (with 25,721 
participants).

We found a significant inverse 
association between margaric acid 
and CHD, and non-significant positive 
associations of palmitic and stearic 
acids with CHD.

We found some evidence that 
circulating levels of eicosapentaenoic 
and docosahexaenoic acid (the two 
main types of long-chain omega-3), and 
arachidonic acid, were each associated 
with lower CHD risk.

Third, we considered 27 
randomised controlled trials of fatty 
acid supplementation or replacement 
(with 105,085 participants).

In aggregate, these trials have 
not suggested clear benefits after 
supplementation with alpha-linolenic 
acid or with long-chain omega-3 fatty 
acid, or replacement of saturated fats with 
omega-6 polyunsaturated fatty acid.

Could you explain the findings in 
layman’s terms, for those of our readers 
who are not medical scientists?

In our review, by combining data 
from published population-based 
studies, we found no significant 
association for total or composite 
saturated fats in the diet with the risk 
of heart disease.

However, when we examined 
subtypes of saturated fats in blood, 
different individual subtypes seemed 
to associate differently with risk, 
indicating perhaps all saturated fats 
may not be created equal when it 
comes to their health effects.

Additionally, we observed a strong 
association for higher trans (or artificial) 
fats with high risk of heart disease.

We also found specific 
polyunsaturated fats to be beneficial in 
observational studies; however, these 
findings were less consistent with 
those in the trials.

More research is needed to examine 
the food sources and health effects of 
specific fatty acid subtypes.

What was your motivation for looking 
into this area of interest?

Since the landmark Seven 
Countries Study report was published 
by Dr Ancel Keys back in the 1960s, a 
significant number of epidemiological 
and interventional studies have 
investigated the intriguing association 
between fatty acids and cardiovascular 
risk.

This large body of evidence 
has shaped nutritional guidelines 
worldwide, which generally encourage 
low consumption of saturated 
fats, high consumption of omega-3 
polyunsaturated fatty acids from 
fish or plant sources, and avoidance 
of trans fats, particularly those from 
partially-hydrogenated fat.

We, however, noted considerable 
inconsistencies in the evidence.

For example, many prior prospective 
observational studies had questioned 
whether there really are significant 
associations bet-ween saturated fats 
intake and cardiovascular disease.

Nonetheless, these conventional 
dietary observational studies were 
limited by potential misclassification 
in the self-reported questionnaires 
used to capture fat consumption, and 
importantly, by their inability to compute 
intake of specific fatty acid subtypes.

This more specific latter assessment 
is, however, essential since fatty 
acid composite groups (such as total 
saturated fats) have many subtypes 
that vary greatly in their food sources 
and subsequent health effects.

Fatty acid biomarker studies, in this 
respect, may provide more accurate 
assessment of fatty acid consumption 
and metabolism.

This gives us the opportunity to 
assess risk by individual subtypes.

While several studies assessed 
biomarkers of individual fats in relation 
to CHD risk, they were generally small 
studies, and were never systematically 
reviewed and meta-analysed.

Finally, we noted that with respect 
to randomised trials of fatty acid 
supplementation for preventing 
coronary artery disease, interpretation 
of the results has been complicated by 
the differences in participant-level or 
study-level circumstances.

Therefore, to help clarify these 
uncertainties in both available 
observational and intervention studies, 
we conducted our comprehensive 
meta-analysis.

The debate around nutrition 
is complex, including the ones 
on saturated fats, sugar and 
carbohydrates. What do you feel 

are the key points that need to be 
addressed?

When it comes to the individual 
effect of fats, the principal reason why 
saturated fats have been considered 
harmful is their detrimental effects on 
low-density (or bad) lipoprotein (LDL) 
cholesterols in blood, observed in the 
earlier metabolic ward trials.

Nonetheless, these trials also 
reported that saturated fats tended 
to enhance high-density (or good) 
lipoprotein (HDL) cholesterols 
and apo-A1, and reduce Lp(a) 
concentrations – all of which are 
potentially beneficial circumstances for 
lowering the risk of CHD.

Therefore, judging the effect of a 
nutrient on disease risk through its 
effect on a single intermediate factor 
may not be optimal.

It is also crucial to appreciate that 
the traditional crude grouping of fatty 
acids (such as “total” saturated fats) is 
less helpful.

This is because when specific 
fatty acid subtypes are examined, 
associations for these individual fats 
seem to vary significantly within each 
broad fatty acid family considered.

For example, recent evidence 
indicates that while odd-chain 
saturated fat subtypes (which correlate 
with dairy products) are beneficial for 
cardiometabolic health, even-chain 
saturated fat subtypes (which correlate 
with refined carbohydrates, sugary 
drinks and alcohol consumption, 
among others) tend to raise this risk.

This suggests that food sources 
of specific fatty acid subtypes might 
be more important to determine 
subsequent disease susceptibility, 
rather than any composite fatty acid 
group alone.

 WHAT DO WE REALLY KNOW ABOUT 
SATURATED FATS?

DID YOU KNOW?56 DID YOU KNOW?

The use of partially hydrogenated oil to lengthen the shelf-life of commercially 
produced cookies and cakes increases trans fat content. — Filepic»

According to Dr Rajiv, the meta-analysis found no significant 
association for total or composite saturated fats in the diet 
with the risk of heart disease.
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Finally, based on the available 
evidence from observational studies 
that assessed substitution effects of 
various nutrients, a key aspect to 
consider is what we are replacing the 
saturated fats with.

It is often the case that when food 
manufacturers take out fats from food 
products, they replace them with 
carbohydrates from refined grain or 
sugar.

These refined carbohydrates get 
digested in our body rapidly, causing 
blood sugar and insulin levels to first 
rise and then dip, leading in turn to 
hunger, overeating and weight gain.

Over time, these can enhance the 
risk of CHD.

Therefore, when foods such as red 
or processed meats are reduced, they 
should perhaps be replaced with oily 
fish, nuts, beans and healthy oils.

There is an ongoing debate around the 
world about limiting trans fats. Do you 
feel there is an adequate understanding 
of the dangers of trans fats?

One of the key findings that 
we reported in our Annals review 
was a significant strong positive 
association of trans (or artificial) 
fats in diet with CHD risk (meta-
analysing data from more than 
150,000 participants from five long-
term observational studies).

This is in line with the key 
nutritional guidelines that encourage 

avoidance of trans fats consumption.

Eating trans fats raises bad 
cholesterol, reduces good cholesterol, 
and promotes inflammation and loss 
of optimal endothelial function in 
humans – all of which are car- diotoxic.

Since there are absolutely no known 
requirements for trans fats for our body 
functions, the consumption of trans fats 
should be kept as minimal as possible.

While mandatory inclusion of the 
trans fats content in food labels has 
helped Western consumers identify 
and avoid products with trans fats 
content, and encouraged many food 
manufacturers to reduce inclusion of 
trans fats in their products,

I believe, however, that greater 
awareness worldwide is needed 
to inform members of the public 
and health practitioners about the 
significant health risks associated with 
consuming this artificial bad fat.

Palm oil is well-known as a replacement 
for trans fats in many foodstuffs. Is 
replacement of trans fats generally 
seen as a positive move by the scientific 
community?

There is little doubt, given the current 
evidence base, about the significant 
detrimental effect of trans fats on health, 
and the fact that this harmful artificial fat 
in food should be replaced by a healthier, 
natural alternative.

Therefore, complete removal or 
replacement of trans fats from food 

products is definitely viewed as the 
right move forward.

However, when it comes to 
replacement, the scientific community 
appears to be somewhat divided on 
which alternative should be used to 
replace trans fats optimally.

Natural choices such as palm oil are 
generally higher in even-chain saturated 
fat content than other plant oils.

However, they seem to be less 
harmful than partially hydrogenated 
oil high in trans fats.

In dietary intervention studies, 
comparing a palm oil-rich diet 
with diets rich in trans fats yields 
significant higher levels of HDL 
cholesterol and apolipoprotein A-I, 
and significantly lower apolipoprotein 
B, triacylglycerols, and TC/HDL 
cholesterol.

Do you plan to conduct further 
research in this area, and what other 
questions do you feel need to be 
looked into?

There should be more research 
to better understand individual and 
substitution effects of specific fat 
subtypes (and their food sources) 
on clinical cardiovascular outcomes, 
since the majority of previous work 
focused on intermediate factors (such 
as lipids).

This is also true for palm oil since 
the majority of studies that looked at 
palmitic acid (the predominant fatty 

acid in palm oil) in blood in relation 
to CHD generally included a few 
hundred coronary outcomes; were 
not optimally adjusted for a wide 
range of potential dietary and non-

dietary confounding factors; and 
none were carried out in non-Western 
populations (where levels of palm oil 
consumption is high).

Such studies are required to 
definitively answer which natural 
and healthier cooking oil is best 
suited to replace artificial trans 
fats for coronary disease reduction 
worldwide.

We are currently working on 
several large-scale observational 
studies of CHD incidence involving 
both Europeans and South Asians 
to answer some of these intriguing 
questions.

Would you be able to tell us a little 
more about these new studies, and 
when you would expect them to be 
published?

We are presently working on 
data from a large pan-European 
cohort, and a large South Asian 
cohort looking at specific fatty 
acids in relation to a large number 
of coronary disease outcomes.

We expect preliminary results to be 
available potentially by the middle of 2016.

Source : The Star

Palm oil is well-known as a replacement for 
trans fats in many foodstuffs.»

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?

An International Showcase of Palm Oil Companies, Technologies & Supporting Industries

6L A T I N  A M E R I C A

Incorporating:

An International Conference for the 
Latin America Palm Oil Industry

For more info, please contact: (+57) 1 704 7067 or email to colombia@fireworkssa.com
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JCB’s Loadall line-up has been 
the global number one telescopic 
handler for many years, leading 
the market with innovative 

design and engineering excellence, 
providing materials handling and 
lifting solutions for construction, 
agricultural and industrial markets 
for almost four decades. This month 
JCB will celebrate the production of 
its 200,000th award-winning Loadall 
telehandler, a milestone in materials 
handling history.

Launched in 1977 as the JCB 520, 
the first model was a two-wheel drive 
machine with a 6.4m lift height and a 
maximum lift capacity of 2.25 tonnes. 
Until that time contractors had lifted 
materials with masted rough terrain 
fork lifts, backhoe loaders and loading 
shovels. Over the last 40 years the JCB 
Loadall range has expanded beyond 
recognition, to incorporate machines 
with working heights of up to 20m and 
maximum lift capacities exceeding 6 
tonnes. 

With every update JCB has moved 
the telescopic handler market forwards, 
introducing four-wheel drive, placing 
the engine to the side of the chassis 
to allow a lower boom mounting 
position, offering multi-mode steering 
with equal sized wheels, to improve 
manoeuvrability. 

Now JCB is taking the telescopic 
handler market into new territory 
once again, with the introduction of 
low-emission Tier 4 Final engines, to 
improve efficiency and cycle times 
when placing a load at height.

From that early two-wheel drive 
520 model the range grew rapidly, 
with the addition of the heavier lift 
525 in 1980 and the lighter second 
generation 520-2 and 520-4 in 1981, 
the latter introducing four-wheel drive 
and larger rear wheels for improved 
traction on construction sites. These 
models were also notable for the 
introduction of JCB’s Q-fit implement 
carriage, which allowed operators 
to work with a range of bucket and 
attachments, as well as pallet forks.

About JCB  

JCB is the world’s third largest 
manufacturer of construction 
equipment. The company has more 
than 12,500 employees and 22 factories 
around the world, including 11 in the 
UK and others in India, China, Brazil 
and North America. The company 
makes more than 300 different 
machines including backhoe loaders, 
tracked and wheeled excavators, mini 
and midi excavators, Loadall telescopic 
handlers, wheeled loading shovels 
and compaction equipment. www.jcb-
singapore.sg/

 JCB LOADALL 
 THE WORLD’S FAVOURITE  
 TELESCOPIC HANDLER 

TECHNOLOGY & PRODUCT NEWS
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Construction and plantation 
equipment manufacturer 
JCB Southeast Asia has 
announced the introduction 

of its new customer support package, 
including the launch of JCB LiveLink. 
This innovative software system 
enables JCB Dealers to support 
machine owners by monitoring and 
managing their machines remotely to 
help maximise machine performance 
and productivity. The global 
manufacturer has also announced the 
appointment of three new dealers – 
Mitra JCB in Kalimantan, Persada JCB 
in Sumatra, and T&C JCB in Vietnam 
– to ensure they continue to deliver 
global expertise across local regions. 

JCB LiveLink uses satellite and 
cellular technology and is compatible 
with the vast majority of JCB 
machines. JCB Dealers can access the 
information via an internet connection, 
as the LiveLink computer is built 
into JCB’s machines, where it collects 
information from a number of sensors. 
This information is sent, using mobile 
communications technology, to JCB’s 
secure data centre. This machine 
management information is then 
displayed to users via the LiveLink 

website, by email or via 
mobile phone.

In addition to 
enabling JCB dealers 
to view a customer’s 
fleet and guaranteeing 
timely servicing, the 
benefits of this machine 
monitoring system 
include maintenance 
reporting, critical 
machine health alerts, 
real time location data 
and geofencing alerts. 
This step to advance 
machine monitoring 
and security is part of JCB’s effort 
to ensure owners investments are 
protected, whilst providing their 
customers with unrivalled customer 
support.

 “At JCB, we are constantly looking 
for new and innovative ways to 
help customers get the most of their 
machines and LiveLink telematics is 
just one way we are improving our 
customer service support. Another 
way we are doing this is by delivering 
global expertise at a local level by 
expanding our dealers’ network 

coverage across the region. We have 
recently appointed two news dealers 
in Indonesia, Mitra JCB in Kalimantan 
and Persada JCB in Sumatra, as well as 
T&C JCB in Vietnam”, mentioned Tom 
Cornell, Managing Director of JCB 
Southeast Asia. 

JCB understands the specific 
challenges faced by customers in the 
various countries of Southeast Asia 
which is why JCB are actively looking 
to further strengthen its coverage 
to ensure customer satisfaction is 
achieved no matter where a customer 
is in the world. 

UNRIVALLED CUSTOMER 
SUPPORT PACKAGE WITH 
JCB SOUTHEAST ASIA

 

Great Business 
Solutions.

 

Cambodia 
RMA Cambodia +855 2388 3488

East Timor 
Hiro Motors +67 0729 1028

Indonesia (Java, Sulawesi & Papua)
+62 23 2930 4046

Indonesia (Kalimantan) 
Mitra JCB +62 813 5124 9888

Indonesia (Sumatra)
Persada JCB +62 812 3075 2345

Laos 
RMA Laos +856 21 315 3768

Malaysia
DM Equipment +603 5192 1933

Papua New Guinea 
Agmark Machinery +67 5472 6324

Philippines 
ICON Equipment +63 2556 7576

Singapore 
Wealco Equipment +65 6265 5744

Taiwan 
Anjoint & Co. +886 7352 3377

Thailand 
Siam Motors Machinery +66 2726 8088

Vietnam 
T&C JCB +84 49 8112 2977

The versatility of the telescopic handler concept has made it a much-relied-upon 
performer in many industries. JCB’s pioneering Loadall offers extended reach resulting in 
significantly reduced damage to the fruit when unloading or handling FFB at the mill; and less damage 
means less FFA on the ground, keeping the ramp approach area clean and clear.

• Versatility – A JCB backhoe loader is essentially a combination of a loading shovel and an excavator.
• Mobility – A JCB backhoe loader is designed to drive around site and between sites.
• Fuel Efficient – JCB’s Dieselmax engine provides increased productivity & reduced fuel consumption.

Contact our dealers for more information about the JCB Telescopic Handler range. www.jcb.com
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COUPON SYSTEM TO 
OVERCOME FERTILIZER DISTRIBUTION 

FOR SMALLHOLDERS IN SARAWAK

The Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
(MPOB) will introduce a 
coupon system to overcome 
problems in the distribution of 

fertilizer to oil palm smallholders. 

Minister of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities Datuk Seri Douglas 
Uggah Embas said the decision was 
made following claims by smallholders 
that they were facing difficulties to 
receive fertilizer. 

The problem was raised by the 
smallholders during a dialogue with 
the ministry, he said after opening 
a transformation programme for 
smallholders at Dewan Orang Ramai 
Sebauh, about 30km from here, today. 

“We need to get information from 
smallholders in Sarawak who have 
claimed they did not get supply 
although their projects were approved 
two years ago. To resolve the problem 
we have decided that MPOB introduce 
the coupon system. 

“The coupon can be used to buy 
fertilizer from fertilizer distributors 
near their areas,” he said. 

Uggah who was accompanied 
by Barisan Nasional candidate for 
Kemena, Datuk Dr Stephen Rundi 
Utom later presented Agriculture Input 
and approval notices for replanting 
oil palm to 19 long houses in Sebauh, 
worth RM6.3 million.

Source : Bernama

THE PLANTER’S CORNER

Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities Datuk Seri Douglas Uggah 
Embas said MPOB will introduce a coupon system to overcome problems in the 
distribution of fertilizer to oil palm small holders. Bernama photo

»

“We need to get information from smallholders in 
Sarawak who have claimed they did not get supply 
although their projects were approved two years ago. 
To resolve the problem we have decided that MPOB 
introduce the coupon system.

- Datuk Seri Douglas Uggah Embas
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities



66

ASIA PALM OIL MAGAZINE | July - September 2016

The Thai Oil Palm and Palm Oil 
Association would be hosting 
The 6th edition of PALMEX 
Thailand more than 3,000 

visitors and more than 80 exhibiting 
brands during the 2-day event.

More than USD 30 Million of 
potential business transactions will 
also generated during the event. This 
year event sees an increase in more 
than 30% exhibitors and more than 25% 
increase in trade visitors signifying the 
success of this event which had been 
running for 6 years and is currently 
one of Asia’s most successful palm oil 
exhibition!

                     
Co-located with the expo is the 6th 

edition of the Asia Palm Oil Conference 
(APOC) 2016 which had also attracted 
more than 100 international delegates 
discussing the current state and the 
future of the Thai Palm Oil industry 
featuring speakers who are renowned 
palm oil experts from Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Europe. 

This edition of PALMEX Thailand 
2016 is still taking place at Surat 
Thani, the heart of Thailand’s palm 
oil industry. Slated to be held on 18-
19 August 2016 at Co-Op Exhibition 
Centre, the expo space is expanded by 
more than 50% and now covers more 
than 6000sqm and outdoor exhibitors 
are also provided outdoor space for 
huge machineries.

                                               
ABOUT PALMEX THAILAND 2016

PALMEX Thailand 2016 is the only 
specialized Palm Oil event in Thailand 
that brings together an international 
congregation of both upstream and 
downstream palm oil companies and 
also its supporting industries gathered 
in Surat Thani, Thailand to showcase 
the latest developments in the palm oil 
industry.

Thailand, currently ranked #3 in 
the world for CPO is a potential and 
viable market for palm oil technology 
companies as the industry is currently 
honing new palm oil technologies and 

equipment to help spur its production 
further!

Fireworks Trade Media Group 
which is the world’s largest organizer 
for Palm oil events such as  PALMEX 
Indonesia, PALMEX Malaysia and 
PALMEX Latin America is the organizer 
of this event. The event is hosted by the 
Thai Oil Palm & Palm Oil Association 
and supported by Thai Palm Oil 
Refinery Association, Thai Palm Oil 
Crushing Mill Association, Asia Palm 
Oil Technology Association and Thai 
Biodiesel Producer Association.

Currently, more than 80% show 
space have already been reserved and 
more international palm oil machinery 
and technology brands from around 
the world have also expressed their 
interest in this event!

For more information about 
PALMEX Thailand 2016 or Asia Palm 
Oil Conference (APOC) 2016 please 
call us at: (+66) 2513-1418 or email us 
at: thai@asiafireworks.com 

THE 6th EDITION OF THAILAND’S 
LARGEST PALM OIL EXHIBITION!

Thai Oil Palm & Palm 
Association

Hosted By : Supported By : Official Media By : Exhibition By :

Thai Palm Oil Crushing 
MillAssociation

Thai Palm Oil Refinery 
Association

Asia Palm Oil Technology 
Association

Thai Biodiesel Produser 
Association

Technology Promotion 
Association (Thai-Japan)

Thailand Exhibition Association Asia Palm Oil Magazine Fireworks Media (Thailand) Co., Ltd.
Part of The Fireworks Trade Media Group

Conference By :

JuzTalk ThailandIndonesia Palm Oil Directory

PALMEX THAILAND 2016 is the only specialized Palm 
Oil event in Thailand that brings together an intermational 
congregation of both upstream and downstream palm oil 
companies  and also its supporting industries gathered 
in the major palm oil producing city of Surattani, Thailand 
to showcase the latest developments in the  palm oil industry.  

Bridging You To The Up and Coming Palm Oil Industry In Philippines!

7
27 - 28 APRIL 2017

SMX Convention Center Davao
Davao, Philippines

Co-Located With:

PHILP C
PHILIPPINES

2017CONFERENCE

Asia Palm Oil Magazine Fireworks Trade Exhibitions &
Conferences, Inc. 

Organized By:

Asia Palm Oil Technology Association

Endorsed & Supported By: Official Magazine:

www.palmoilphil.com

66 EVENT HIGHLIGHT
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The Islamic Reporting Initiative 
(IRI) is making progress in South 
East Asia, with partner DQS 
speaking about the IRI at the 

DQS Sustainability Dinner 2016, which 
took place on April 11 at the Mandarin 
Oriental Hotel in Kuala Lumpur.

Dr Sied Sadek, Managing Director 
of the firm, a leading certification 
and audit company with offices in 66 
countries, specialized in sustainability, 
social responsibility, energy 
management and quality management, 
is one of the IRI’s earliest partners. 
Holding a lecture on sustainability 
reporting and third-party assurance at 
the event, Sadek explored the different 
frameworks for reporting that are 
available today. He highlighted the IRI 
as an opportunity for the Islamic world 
to develop and establish ‘a reporting 
framework that does justice to the 
culture’s values’.

“The IRI framework manages to 
connect international expectations 

with local culture, and I see this as a 
great opportunity for Islamic countries 
and organizations to report on their 
commitment to certain values and 
principles. In many ways, I think 
this could correct the asymmetry 
of reporting we see today” he said, 
speaking about the IRI in an interview 
for UNIDO’s magazine ‘Making It’.

Also, the IRI welcomes its 
latest APAC member Sime Darby 
Berhad, a Malaysia-based diversified 
multinational with operations in 26 
countries and a total workforce of more 
than 130,000 employees.

Dr Renard Siew, Head of Global 
Group Sustainability, World Economic 
Forum Global Shaper and Project 
Inspire Country Ambassador, said:

“With much experience in financial 
and sustainability reporting, I have 
become aware of the increasing 
demand from stakeholders for results 
that are relevant and actionable. 

The unique potential of the Islamic 
Reporting Initiative to respond to this 
demand is vast. Culturally- responsive 
and impact-oriented, the ground-
breaking initiative will accelerate 
progress towards economic, social and 
environmental prosperity in more than 
50 Islamic countries”.

Later this year, the IRI will speak at 
the 2016 Trade and Economic Forum, 
held in Kuala Lumpur, organized by the 
Organisation for Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC). This two day conference will 
bring together leading financial, trade 
and economic experts from all OIC 
member countries with a view towards 
supporting intra-trade among the 
countries.

The IRI has been commended by 
the OIC, the United Nations Global 
Compact Foundation and members 
in more than 40 countries. To be a 
partner of the IRI, please email info@
islamicreporting.org.

As  a responsible certification 
body in Sustainability 
certification schemes such 
as Malaysian very own 

palm oil scheme MSPO as well as 
European accredited scheme ISCC, 
DQS Malaysia is proud to organize 
its very first Sustainability Dinner at 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, KL on the 
11th of April 2016. Sustainable clients 
like Sarawak Oil Palms Berhad,Ta 
Ann Holding Berhad, Koperasi 
Penanam Sawit Mampan Daerah 
Selangau Sibu Berhad, Palmhead 
Holding Sdn. Bhd. Sustainable Palm 
Oil Cluster Hilir Perak and Yat 
Ngai Manufacturing Sdn. Bhd. were 
invited to experienced & witnessed 
our commitment for sustainability. 
We are also proud to share with 
the participants during the event 
that up to date DQS has certified 53 
smallholders, 35 oil palm plantations 
over the size of 89,000 hectares and 
9 palm oil mills with capacity of 518 
metric ton crude palm oil per hour for 
MSPO according to MS 2530-2, MS 
2530-3 & MS 2530-4 respectively It 

was also our honors to have our VIP 
Dr. Sied Sadek, Managing Director 
of DQS CFS GmbH to present the 
MSPO certificates to certified clients, 
witnessed by our honored guest 

Dr. Ainie Kuntom, Senior Research 
Fellow of Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
and the friends from the media – Asia 
Palm Oil Magazine.

FBI IN ACTION

IRI (ISLAMIC REPORTING INITIATIVE) 
IN MALAYSIA, SOUTH EAST ASIA

BE RESPONSIBLE, BE SUSTAINABLE 
AND THIS IS THE THEME FOR DQS 
SUSTAINABILITY DINNER 2016

68 FBI IN ACTION

Dr Sied Sadek highlighted the IRI as an opportunity for 
the Islamic world to develop and establish ‘a reporting 
framework that does justice to the culture’s values’

MSPO certificate presentation for Ta Ann Holding Berhad 
(Multi Maximum Sdn. Bhd. - Daro Oil Palm Plantation) 
– (Start from left) Dr. Sied Sadek, Dr. Ainie Kuntom, Mr. 
Shannon Yii, Mr. Luke Lau and Mr.Danny Ng.

MSPO certificate presentation for Sarawak Oil Palms 
Berhad – (Start from left) Dr. Sied Sadek, Dr. Ainie 
Kuntom, Ms. Kee and Mr.Danny Ng.
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BIOMALAYSIA & ASIA PACIFIC BIOECONOMY 
2016 UNVEILS SIGNIFICANT MOVEMENT FOR 

BIOECONOMY MALAYSIA
 Rebranding of BiotechCorp to Malaysian Bioeconomy Development Corporation 

 fortifies nation’s leadership in bioeconomy 

Kuala Lumpur, 2 June 
2016– Malaysia’s premier 
biotechnology event 
BioMalaysia & Asia Pacific 

Bioeconomy 2016 concludes its 
3-day exhibition at Kuala Lumpur 
Convention Center today with the 
unveiling of a fresh identity for 
Malaysian Biotechnology Corporation 
(BiotechCorp) – Malaysian 
Bioeconomy Development Corporation 
(Bioeconomy Corporation). Along 
with the name change, the corporation 
transformed their corporate identity 
with a new logo and expanded its 
roles as well as functions, reflecting the 
organisation’s position as the leading 
economic development agency to 
spearhead the bio-based industry in 
Malaysia.

The aim of the rebranding initiative 
is to enable the reformed agency to fully 

take on its responsibilities of uplifting 
and upholding the strategies and 
programmes of Malaysia’s bioeconomy 
agenda. Since the launch of Bioeconomy 
Transformation Programme in 2012 
by the Honorable Prime Minister 
of Malaysia, the formerly known 
BiotechCorp has aggressively focused 
on promoting a knowledge-based 
bioeconomy through the establishment 
of a sustainable ecosystem of R&D 
and commercialisation in the areas of 
agriculture, healthcare and industrial 
bio-based industries.

The Minister of Science, Technology, 
and Innovation (MOSTI), Datuk Seri 
Panglima Madius Tangau launched the 
corporate rebranding, saying, “From 
Phase 1 (2006 – 2010) to Phase 2 (2010 
– 2015) of the National Biotechnology 
Policy (NBP), we have achieved over 
RM25 billion of approved investments, 

created more than 31,000 direct jobs 
and generated more than RM18 billion 
of revenues. In accelerating our efforts 
to achieve targets outlined in ‘Global 
Business’, the final phase of the NBP, 
and to attain a developed nation status 
by 2020, we need to continuously 
evolve and adapt to the increasingly 
high level and pace of the global 
economic landscape.”

Adding on, the Minister said, 
“The rebranding of BiotechCorp 
is seen as a strategic movement to 
clarify and strengthen the company’s 
role in developing a competitive and 
diverse end-to-end value chain of the 
Bioeconomy Ecosystem. This drives 
a strong socio-economic impact to 
the country by enhancing the wealth, 
health and social well-being of the 
nation through sustainable bio-based 
approaches.”

FBI IN ACTION

Chairman of Bioeconomy 
Corporation, Tan Sri Zakri 
Abdul Hamid said, “In pursuit 
of globalisation, this transitional 
phase for Malaysian Bioeconomy 
Development Corporation is indeed 
an opportune, in the name of progress. 
While we strengthen the strategies 
that uphold Bioeconomy Malaysia, 
we must realign our vision to enable 
us to become the global pioneering 
bioeconomy agency.” He added that 
the corporate transformation provides 
clarification to the organisation’s roles 
and responsibilities in supporting 
the nation’s sustainable bioeconomy 
development as well as to avoid any 

overlapping responsibilities with other 
agencies.

Chief Executive Officer of 
Bioeconomy Corporation, Dato’ Dr 
Mohd Nazlee Kamal said, “As we 
move into this new era of bioeconomy, 
this change of corporate identity is 
timely, especially in relation to our 
expansion of scopes to cover the 
entire bio-based industry as to be 
able to effectively implement the 
bioeconomy agenda for Malaysia. The 
Bioeconomy Corporation will also 
act as the main commercialisation 
agency for Malaysia’s bio-based 
industry, by focusing on boosting more 

commercialisation and investments in 
bio-based innovations that will assist 
in bringing higher added value to the 
community and the region.”

Dato’ Nazlee added that citizens will 
clearly witness the benefits and impact 
of bioeconomy to the country through 
the renewed roles of Bioeconomy 
Corporation, which include improving 
income of Malaysia’s urban and 
rural communities, developing bio-
entrepreneurs, creating bio-based 
clusters throughout the nation, and 
facilitating a funding ecosystem for the 
bio-based industry.

FBI IN ACTION

Panel discussion on “How Scientific 
Illetiteracy Threatens Our Future”»

Press conference with H.E the 
Minister of MOSTI

Judges making their decisions 
on the BioPitching

The MOSTI booth

1

1

2

2

3

3



ASIA PALM OIL MAGAZINE | July - September 2016

72

Bioeconomy Corporation wishes to 
announce that the organisation is not 
affiliated in organising or promoting 
any other biotech-related events 
happening during the stipulated date 
organised by any private entity.

For enquiries or more information 
regarding this matter, please contact 
The BioMalaysia 2016 Secretariat at 
biomalaysia@myevents.com.my or 
03-7770 8662. Please visit Bioeconomy 
Corporation’s website at www.
biomalaysia.com.my and www.
biotechcorp.com.my for more details 
and updates on the event.

About Malaysian Bioeconomy 
Development Corporation 
(Bioeconomy Corporation)

Bioeconomy Corporation is 
the leading bio-based economic 
development agency under the 
purview of Ministry of Science, 
Technology and Innovation (MOSTI), 
providing support, facilitation and 
advisory services for bio-based and life 
sciences companies in Malaysia.

Bioeconomy Corporation has 
been facilitating the development 
of BioNexus Status companies in 
Malaysia. BioNexus Status is an 
accreditation given to international 
and Malaysian bio-based companies 
that qualify them for fiscal incentives, 
grants and guarantees administered by 
Bioeconomy Corporation. For further 
details, visit www.biotechcorp.com.my.

Bioeconomy Transformation 
Programme (BTP) is a platform 
provided by the Malaysian government 
for the private sector to channel and 
maximise commercial opportunities in 
bio-based industries.

The BTP is designed as a 
Transformation Programme based on 
biotechnology’s potential to cut across 
various industries and transform 
Malaysia into a high income, inclusive 
and sustainable nation.

Through the BTP, Bioeconomy 
will benefit the society and nation 
through breakthroughs in agricultural 
productivity, discoveries in healthcare 
and the adoption of sustainable 
industrial processes, having the effect 
of both enriching our society and nation 
through wealth creation besides securing 
our future. For further information, visit 
www.bioeconomy.my.

Visitor asking a question during the panel discussion on How Scientific 
Illetiteracy Threatens Our Future

H.E the Minister of MOSTI taking a tour of the exhibition

Selfie with H.E the Minister of MOSTI

»

»

»

FBI IN ACTION
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The recent Biogas Asia Pacific 
Forum saw the gathering 
of more than 300 Biogas 
professionals across the value 

chain attend the event to discuss 
developments in technology and 
policy across the region. The event 
was sponsored by Bireme/Xebec 
Inc, Climate Energy Sdn. Bhd. and 
Safe S.p.A and was held at Sunway 
City Convention Center, Selangor in 
Malaysia from the 25th – 26th of May 
2016. This is the 5th year running that 
the event has been held in Malaysia. 

The event was also held in 
conjunction with with the Asia Pacific 
Biogas Alliance AGM which saw the 
committee meet for the 2nd year since 
the organizations inception to discuss 
the challenges that the industry is 
facing or will be facing in the coming 
years. 

One of the focal points of the forum 
was biogas plant development for palm 
oil mills in Malaysia and the event saw 
attendees from Felda Global Ventures, 
Malaysian Palm Oil Board and Sime 
Darby come together to discuss the 
future of biogas for the palm oil 
industry in the country. Many planned 
legislative changes that would have 
seen numerous biogas plants attached 
to majority of the palm oil mills have 
experienced setbacks in light of the 
recent political issues taking place in 
the country. This has also possibly been 
exacerbated by the falling global price 
of oil. The event did highlight these 
issues as challenges to overcome. 

There was a lot of discussion on 
how to proceed in the coming years but 
it is expected that palm oil will continue 
to be a valuable commodity that will 
remain widely used throughout the 

region and thus, the inevitable future 
development of biogas for the palm oil 
industry. 

Numerous technologies and 
methods for processing biogas were 
showcased at the exhibition such 
as new digester technology, biogas 
upgrading, innovative plant designs, 
biogas liquefaction and biogas plant 
operation safety. 

There was also a site visit to a 
biogas plant at a palm oil mill in Sungai 
Tinggi on the 27th of May following 
the conference and exhibition which 
was about a 45-minute drive from 
the convention center in Sunway. 
Attendees were brought around 
the facility and had the chance to 
participate in a guided tour around a 
fully operational biogas plant. 

FBI IN ACTION

BGAP FORUM 2016

(L-R) Liu Yi - Director of BIOMA, Ho Thin Lan Huong - Secretary General of Vietnam Biogas Associaiton, Dr. Pruk 
Aggarangsi - Director for Energy Research and Development Institute of Chiang Mai University, Agustina-Fithri Bt. 
Kasmaruddin - Environmental Control Officer of SWCORP
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR FAT RESEARCH 2016

GLOBAL TRENDS IN OILS & FATS:
PATHWAYS TO 2025
19-21 OCTOBER 2016
HOTEL ISTANA, KUALA LUMPUR
MALAYSIA

OFIC  2016TM

Final Announcement

Malaysian Oil Scientists’ and 
Technologists’ Association

www.mosta.org.my

Organised By:

International Society for
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Palm Oil Events List 2016/2017

PALMEX Indonesia 2016
date : 4th - 6th October 2016
venue : Santika Premiere Dyandra, Hotel & Convention, 
             Medan Indonesia
web : www.palmoilexpo.com
email : info@asiafireworks.com

PALMEX Thailand 2016
date : 18th - 19th August 2016
venue : CO-OP Exhibition Centre, Surat Thani, Thailand
web : www.thaipalmoil.com
email : thai@asiafireworks.com

T   H   A   I   L   A   N   D

2016

PALMEX Philippines 2017
date : 27th - 28th April 2017 
venue : SMX Convention Center Davao, Davao, Philippines
web : www.palmoilphil.com
email : phil@asiafireworks.com

MAPEX 2017 (Malaysia Palm Oil Expo 2017)
date : 18th-20th July 2017
venue : Sandakan Community Hall, Sabah, Malaysia
web : www.asiapalmoil.com
email : info@nrg-expo.com

PALMEX Latin America 2016
date : 30th November - 1st December 2016
venue : Puerta de Oro, Centro de Convenciones del Caribe, 
    Atlantico, Columbia
web : www.palmoilcolombia.com
email : colombia@fireworkssa.com

FBI Publications (M) Sdn Bhd
W505, West Wing, Metropolitan Square, No.2 Jalan PJU 8/1, 

Damansara Perdana, 47820 Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
Tel : +603-7493 5947      Fax : +603 7493 5977       Website : www.asia-palmoil.com

Language
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THAILAND | Fireworks Business Information
Promphan 2 Office & Residence, 8th Floor (Office 
Zone, Room 807) 1 Soi Lat Phrao 3, Lat Phrao Road, 
Jompol, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900
Tel: (+66) 2513 1418  
Fax: (+66) 2513 1419  
Email: thai@fireworksi.com
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W505, West Wing, Metropolitan Square, No.2 Jalan 
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47820 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Tel: (+603) 7493 5947   
Fax: (+603) 7493 5977   
Email: my@fireworksbi.com

INDONESIA | Fireworks Business Information
The Central 88 Kemayoran. Komplek Kota Baru, 
Bandar Kemayoran Blok D No 308. Jakarta Utara 
14410, Indonesia
Tel: (+6621) 2605 1028/ 2605 1029  
Email: info@fireworksbi.com
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